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Alpington and Bergh Apton C. E. V. A. School 
 

Religious Education (RE) Policy 
 

 
Introduction 
 
Religious Education is an entitlement for all pupils and its place in the school 
curriculum is an acknowledgement of the important role which beliefs and values play 
in people’s lives, regardless of particular religious commitments. It is also an 
acknowledgement that religious beliefs and practices play a key part in the lives of 
many people worldwide today as they have done throughout history. As a curriculum 
area Religious Education offers pupils an opportunity to develop a better understanding 
of themselves, the people around them and the world in which they live. 
 
Alpington is a Voluntary Aided C. of E. Primary School. In Aided schools Religious 
education is the responsibility of school governors. The governing body of our school 
has adopted the Norfolk Agreed Syllabus 2005. Additional ideas, information and 
guidance on Religious Education suited to the particular needs of a church school are 
sought from the Diocese. A close link with the church community is encouraged so 
pupils can see life, worship and commitments at first hand and we make a point of 
marking the celebrations of the Christian Year. 
 
We recognise that our pupils come from a variety of religious and secular backgrounds 
and welcome this diversity. The Religious Education programme seeks to be sensitive 
to the home background of each child; it is not the function of Religious Education to 
promote or disparage particular religious views. 
 
 
The Aims of Religious Education at Alpington Primary School 
 
Within the framework of the Education Acts and Agreed Syllabus, our aims in Religious 
Education are: 
 
• to enable each child to explore the human experiences people share and the 
questions of meaning and purpose which arise from those experiences; 
 
• to enable pupils to know about and understand the beliefs and practices of some of 
the great religions of the world, particularly those represented in Norfolk and the UK.  
 
Among these, Christianity has a particular place, and is taught in each year of the 
primary phase; 
 
• to promote respect, sensitivity and cultural awareness by teaching about the religions 
represented in the region and the country; 
 
• to affirm each child in his/her own family tradition, religious or secular; 
 
• to provide opportunities for spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. 
 
 
The Norfolk Agreed Syllabus gives more details of the importance of Religious 
Education in the curriculum and selects two main aims for its Programmes of Study 
and Attainment Targets: Learning about Religion and Learning from Religion. 
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Time Allocation 
 
Curriculum 2000 recognised Religious Education as a ‘core’ subject for all pupils. The 
Dearing Curriculum Review (1996) recommended a minimum of 36 hours per year for 
Religious Education at Key Stage 1, and 45 hours at Key Stage 2; this was re-iterated 
in ‘Developing and Managing the Primary Curriculum’ (QCA, 2003) and is endorsed by 
the Norfolk Agreed Syllabus, 2005. Religious Education curriculum time does not 
include collective worship, even where an assembly complements or provides a 
starting point for curricular work. 
 
The time allocated at Alpington is in line with the recommendations above. However, 
the delivery of the RE curriculum is flexible to reflect the cross-curricular nature of class 
Topic work. 
 
 
 
The Requirements of the Norfolk Agreed Syllabus 
 
At Alpington our Religious Education is based on the Norfolk Agreed Syllabus. The 
Agreed Syllabus sets out Programmes of Study for the Foundation Stage, Key Stage 1 
and Key Stage 2, beginning each with a focus statement summarising what Religious 
Education will look like at that Key Stage.  
 
 
 
Foundation Stage:  
 
 
During the Foundation Stage children begin to explore the world of religion in terms of 
special people, books, times, places and objects, and by visiting places of worship. 
Children listen to and talk about religious stories. They are introduced to specialist 
words and use their senses in exploring religious beliefs, practices and forms of 
expression. They reflect on their own feelings and experiences. They use their 
imagination and curiosity to develop their appreciation of, and wonder at, the world in 
which they live. 
 
 
Key Stage 1 
 
 
Throughout key stage 1 pupils investigate Christianity and are introduced to at least 
one other principal religion. They learn about different beliefs about God and the world 
around them. They encounter and respond to a range of stories, artefacts and other 
religious materials. They learn to recognise that beliefs are expressed in a variety of 
ways, and begin to use specialist vocabulary. They begin to understand the importance 
and value of religion and beliefs for some children and their families. Pupils ask 
relevant questions and use their imagination to develop a sense of wonder about the 
world. They talk about what is important to them and others, valuing themselves, 
reflecting on their own feelings and experiences and developing a sense of belonging. 
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Key Stage 2 
 
Throughout key stage 2 pupils learn about Christianity and other religions, recognising 
the impact of religion and belief both locally and globally. They make connections 
between differing aspects of religion and consider different forms of religious 
expression. They consider the beliefs, teachings, practices and ways of life central to 
religion. They learn about sacred texts and other sources and consider their meanings. 
They begin to recognise diversity in religion, learning about similarities and differences 
both within and between religions, and the importance of dialogue between people of 
different beliefs. They extend the range and use of specialist vocabulary. They 
recognise the challenges involved in distinguishing between ideas of right and wrong, 
and in valuing what is good and true. They communicate their ideas clearly, 
recognising other people’s viewpoints. They consider their own beliefs and values and 
those of others, in the light of their learning in Religious Education. 
 
 
The Programmes of Study develop continuity and progression in Religious Education. 
They detail requirements for ‘Learning about religion’ and ‘Learning from religion’ for 
each Key Stage. The ‘Breadth of Study’ section explains which Religions and Areas of 
Study should be covered and outlines a wide range of Experiences and Opportunities 
which should characterise teaching and learning. 
 
The Agreed Syllabus also sets out Attainment Targets for Religious Education and 
gives Level Descriptions by which pupils’ progress may be assessed. 
 
 
Curriculum Planning in religious education 
 
We plan our religious education curriculum in accordance with the Norfolk LA’s Agreed 
Syllabus 2005. We ensure that the topics studied in religious education build upon prior 
learning. We offer opportunities for children of all abilities to develop their skills and 
knowledge in each unit, and we ensure that the planned progression built into the 
scheme of work offers the children an increasing challenge as they move through the 
school. 
 
We carry out the curriculum planning in religious education in three phases (long-term, 
medium-term and short-term). The long-term plan maps the religious education topics 
studied in each term during each key stage. These plans are worked out in conjunction 
with teaching colleagues in each Key Stage. We teach religious education in a cross-
curricular way to fit in with class topics, if this is appropriate. In Key Stage 2, we place 
an increasing emphasis on independent study and research to enhance learning in RE. 
 
Our medium-term plans give details of each unit of work for each term. On the whole 
these are based on both the 2005 Agreed Syllabus and other resources. The RE 
subject leader keeps and reviews these plans on a regular basis. We carry out the 
medium-term planning on a three -year rotation cycle in Foundation / Key Stage 1 and 
a four-year cycle in Key Stage 2. By so doing, we ensure that children have complete 
coverage of the Agreed Syllabus but do not have to repeat topics.  
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Teaching and learning style 

 
We base our teaching and learning style in RE on the key principle that good teaching 
in RE allows children both to learn about religious traditions and to reflect on what the 
religious ideas and concepts mean to them. Our teaching enables children to extend 
their own sense of values and promotes their spiritual growth and development. We 
encourage children to think about their own views and values in relation to the themes 
and topics studied in the RE curriculum. 
 
Our teaching and learning styles in RE enable children to build on their own 
experiences and extend their knowledge and understanding of religious traditions. We 
use their experiences at religious festivals such as Easter, Diwali, Passover etc. to 
develop their religious thinking. We organise visits to local places of worship and invite 
representatives of local religious groups to come into school and talk to the children.  
 
We aim to continue the school’s links with the local Church by: 
-participating in Church events and services e.g. Harvest Festival and Christingle 
-inviting the local incumbent to take regular assemblies 
-supporting children’s work within the church e.g. Scramblers and Climbers, youth 
group etc. 
 
At Alpington we are using increasingly varied and active ways of working which include 
art and drama, debating, visits, posters, photos, videos and interactive displays. In 
particular, we recognise the importance of teaching the two attainment targets of the 
Agreed Syllabus (‘Learning about religion’ and ‘Learning from religion’) in a balanced 
way. We also encourage cross-curricular work. 
 
Children carry out research into religious topics. They study particular religious faiths 
and also compare the religious views of different faith groups on topics such as rites of 
passage or festivals. Children discuss religious and moral issues using computers and 
working individually or in groups. Sometimes they prepare presentations and share 
these with other members of the school in assemblies. 
 
 
Use of ICT 
Pupils are being given increasing opportunities to apply and develop their ICT 
capability where appropriate in Religious Education. Use of CD-ROMS for virtual visits 
to places of worship, e-mail contacts with other schools, digital cameras and interactive 
whiteboards have all helped pupils develop their learning in and enjoyment of Religious 
Education. 
At Alpington, teachers are encouraged to use a Religious Education gateway site: 
www.reonline.org.uk as a basic resource for their own and pupils’ needs. The subject 
leader holds details of other useful websites with information on religions, pictures of 
ceremonies and artefacts. 
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Personal, social and health education (PSHE) and citizenship 
 
Through our religious education lessons, we teach the children about the values and 
moral beliefs that underpin individual choices of behaviour. So, for example, we 
contribute to the discussion of topics such as smoking, drugs and health education. We 
also promote the values and attitudes required for citizenship in a democracy by 
teaching respect for others and the need for personal responsibility. We have adopted 
the SEAL scheme as a basis for our PSHE teaching, which also supports the Values 
For Life programme that we often use for Collective Worship. 
 
 
Contribution to SMSC development 
 
These are areas of a pupil’s development to which all subjects are expected to 
contribute. At Alpington, Religious Education should play a part in: 
 
• developing an awareness of a ‘spiritual’ dimension to life (personal beliefs, the search 
for meaning and purpose, the sense of awe and wonder) and in offering opportunities 
to discuss this area in a structured way. (SPIRITUAL) 
• providing a forum for pupils to develop and evaluate their own beliefs and values and 
to examine the beliefs and values others have chosen to live by. (MORAL) 
• encouraging interest in and an understanding of others, respect for those with 
different beliefs, and a sense of ‘community’. (SOCIAL) 
• evaluating the influence of Christianity on daily life in Britain, on the pattern of the 
year, on public occasions, festivals and ceremonies, architecture, laws, art, music, 
drama and literature and in considering other cultural and religious expressions in 
British society, evaluating the riches that diversity offers. (CULTURAL) 
 
 
Matching Work to Pupils’ Needs 
 
At Alpington School we teach religious education to all children, whatever their ability. 
Religious education forms part of the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and 
balanced education to all children. Through our religious education teaching we provide 
learning opportunities that enable all pupils to make progress. Assessment against the 
National Curriculum allows us to consider each child’s attainment and progress against 
expected levels. 
 
When progress falls significantly outside the expected range, the child may have 
special educational needs. Our assessment process looks at a range of factors – 
classroom organisation, teaching materials, teaching style, and differentiation – so that 
we can take some additional or different action to enable the child to learn more 
effectively. This ensures that our teaching is matched to the child’s needs. 
 
Intervention through School Action and School Action Plus will lead to the creation of 
an Individual Education Plan (IEP) for children with special educational needs.  
 
However, teachers should be aware that some children have additional experience of a 
religion through family practice and may show greater ability and understanding than 
they do generally. 
 
We enable pupils to have access to the full range of activities involved in learning 
religious education. Where children are to participate in activities outside the 
classroom, for example, a visit to a Sikh temple, we carry out a risk assessment prior to 
the activity, to ensure that the activity is safe and appropriate for all pupils. 
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Assessment, Recording and Reporting 
 
It is important to note that pupils’ work in Religious Education can be assessed; we are 
not assessing degrees of spirituality but their knowledge skills and understanding. It is 
important that their progress is acknowledged, just as in any other subject. We are also 
required by law to report on pupils’ progress and attainment in Religious Education to 
parents. The Agreed Syllabus provides descriptions of Levels of Attainment to use as a 
basis for reporting. 
We assess children’s work in religious education by making informal judgements as we 
observe them during lessons. We mark a piece of work once it has been completed 
and we comment as necessary. We use this as a basis for assessing the progress of 
each child, for setting new goals, and for passing information on to the next teacher at 
the end of the year.  
 
 
Resources 

 
We are building up resources in our school to be able to teach all our religious 
education teaching units. We keep resources for religious education, including books 
and DVD’s in and near the library. There is a set of bibles for both key stages and a 
collection of religious artefacts for some of the major faiths which we use to enrich 
teaching in religious education. We have packs from the Living Religions scheme of 
work which are kept in the staffroom. These contain posters and lesson plans on the 
major world faiths. Staff increasingly use ICT resources and the internet to support their 
teaching. 
 
 
Monitoring, Evaluation and Review 
 
The subject leader’s role includes monitoring and evaluation of this policy in practice 
and, in particular, monitoring of teaching and learning in the classroom. She is also 
responsible for supporting colleagues in the teaching of religious education, for being 
informed about current developments in the subject, and for providing a strategic lead 
and direction for the subject in the school.  
 
Some lesson observations are carried out at each Key Stage by the Subject leader, as 
well as visits to classrooms to see children’s work and classroom displays. 
 
A Religious Education governor is able to assist in observations and monitoring and 
provides feedback to the rest of the Governors.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Religious Education (RE) Policy 
 

 

8 

 
 
Provision for Withdrawal from Religious Education 
 
Two provisions of law need to be noted: 
 
i) Parents may ask for their child to be totally or partially withdrawn from Religious 
Education in accordance with the Education Act 1944, sections 25(4) and 30, which 
was re-enacted in 1988. Reasons for withdrawal do not have to be given and the 
school must enable parents to exercise this legal entitlement.  
 
The School Brochure advises parents of the current provision for Religious 
Education. They are asked to contact the Head teacher if they wish to withdraw their 
child. It is hoped that, in discussing their requirements, an understanding can be 
reached and arrangements for alternative Religious Education or supervision made. 
 
ii) Teachers may withdraw from Religious Education. Their classes, however, are 
legally entitled to Religious Education. The Head teacher is responsible for alternative 
provision for pupils. Staff are not required to give reasons for withdrawal.  
 
 
Religious Education and its relationship to Collective Worship 
 
In law, Religious Education and Collective Worship are distinct. Religious Education is 
part of the school curriculum; it has to be delivered appropriately for pupils of different 
ages and abilities. It cannot be delivered during Collective Worship.  
 
However, during Collective Worship at Alpington, stories from the Bible, Christian and 
other traditions are told and enjoyed, festival days and celebrations are often 
mentioned, and we enjoy assemblies led by members of religious communities. Links 
are made to the Values for Life themes and materials used in Collective Worship. 
These complement and bring depth to our Religious Education programme. A separate 
policy is available for Collective Worship. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


