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Alpington and Bergh Apton C. E. V. A. School 
Let Every Light Shine 

Matthew 5:16 

 
Religious Education (RE) Policy 

 

Train a child how to live the right way.  
Then even when he is old, he will still live that way. 

Proverbs 22:6 

 

 

Introduction 
 
Religious Education (RE) is an entitlement for all pupils and is taught in line with the Church of 
England Education Office’s Statement of Entitlement for Religious Education in a Church 
School (2019).  
 
Alpington is a Voluntary Aided C. of E. Primary School. In Aided schools, Religious Education is the 
responsibility of school governors. The governing body of our school has adopted the Norfolk 
Agreed Syllabus 2012 (a new version of which is due to be released in September 2019). Additional 
ideas, information and guidance on Religious Education suited to the particular needs of a church 
school are sought from the Diocese. A close link with the local religious and non-religious 
community, is encouraged so pupils can see life, worship and commitments at first hand. 
 
We recognise that our pupils come from a variety of religious and secular backgrounds and 
welcome this diversity. Religious Education is taught in a non-confessional way: it is not the function 
of RE to promote or disparage any religious or non-religious worldviews. Our vision statement 
makes particular reference to promoting respect for others, their values and ideas. 
 

 
The Aims of Religious Education at Alpington Primary School 
 
Within the framework of the Education Acts and Agreed Syllabus, our aim in teaching RE is that all 
children will become religiously literate and be able to hold age-appropriate and informed 
conversations about the current major religions and worldviews represented in Great Britain.  
 
This means:  

• Asking enquiring questions about religion and belief and making informed responses to 
them; 

• Understanding the nature of religious language 
• Providing opportunities for spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. 
• Helping pupils to know about and understand Christianity as a diverse and living world faith 

through the exploration of core theological concepts using an approach that critically 
engages with text 

• Helping pupils consider the impact and connection that Christianity has on Britain’s cultural 

heritage and the lives of people worldwide 

• Enabling all pupils to develop knowledge and understanding of other major world religions 

and world views and their impact on society and culture 

• Giving pupils a safe space to critically reflect on their own religious, spiritual and/or 

philosophical convictions 
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Time Allocation 

 
RE is taught regularly and in-line with recommendations from the Diocese and the Church of 
England Education Office’s Statement of Entitlement (2019). This means we aim for RE lessons to 
be 10% of the curriculum time but not less than 5%, meeting explicitly RE objectives. We also have 
a designated RE day each term, each of which is 4½  hours of the time allocation. Christianity is the 
majority religion studied in each year group and accounts for at least 50% of the RE curriculum time 
in Key Stages 1 and 2.  
 

 
The Requirements of the Norfolk Agreed Syllabus 
 
At Alpington our Religious Education reflects the Norfolk Agreed Syllabus. 
 
In the Foundation Stage 
 
The children begin to: 

 Explore the world of religion in terms of special people, books, times, places and objects, 
and by visiting places of worship 

 Listen to religious stories 

 Learn about some core Christian beliefs, including Creation, Incarnation and Salvation, 
using two persona dolls, Wanda and Will 

 Use specialist words 

 Experience religious practices and forms of expression through their own senses 

 Reflect on their own feelings and experiences 

 Develop a sense of awe and wonder at the world in which they live, using their imagination 
and curiosity. 

 
In Key Stage 1 
 
Pupils: 

 Explore some of the Core Concepts of Christianity – God, Creation, Incarnation, Gospel 
and Salvation, more deeply 

 Begin to recognise symbols, artefacts and practices used in Christianity, Islam and Judaism 

 Read and listen to a range of texts and sources of authority important to Christians, Muslims 
and Jews 

 Talk about questions they want to ask 

 Begin to learn that beliefs are expressed in a variety of ways, within and between religions 
and world views 

 Use a range of vocabulary associated with the beliefs (and world views) studied  

 Talk about the impact of religion and beliefs for some children and their families in the UK 
and around the world 

 Reflect on what is important to them, valuing themselves, their own feelings and experiences 

 Show respect and consideration when talking about values and beliefs 

 May be introduced to the names, beliefs and practices of other religions and world views. 
 

In Key Stage 2  
 
Pupils: 

 Build on their learning about Christianity through the Core Concepts of God, Creation, 
People of God, Incarnation, Gospel, Salvation and Kingdom of God 

 Begin to evaluate and analyse the impact of religion and belief both individually, locally and 
globally 
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 Make connections between differing aspects of religion and consider different forms of 
religious expression 

 Analyse and evaluate the meanings and reliability of sacred texts and other sources of 
authority 

 Begin to explain diversity within and between religions and world views 

 Extend the range of theological and philosophical vocabulary, applying these in debates and 
discussions 

 Evaluate beliefs and values related to right and wrong, and good and bad 

 Communicate their ideas clearly, recognising and respecting other people’s viewpoints 

 Reflect on their own beliefs and values in the light of their learning in Religious Education. 
 
 
Curriculum Planning in Religious Education 

 
We plan our RE curriculum in accordance with the Norfolk Agreed Syllabus 2012 and will make 
updates to reflect any changes in the 2019 syllabus. 
 
Topics are planned as an enquiry, involving a Big Question and encouraging children to pose their 
own questions and ‘I wonder…’ statements. Planned progression and challenge enable all children 
to build on their knowledge and understanding to develop an increasing depth and breadth of 
understanding as they move through the school. We use Understanding Christianity as a resource 
to plan our Christianity units, adapting them as necessary to incorporate all three disciplines (i.e. 
theology, philosophy and human and social sciences).  To help plan some of our other religion and 
world view units, we use Discovery RE. RE Quest (an online resource) is also used as a general 
teaching and learning resource. 
 
The long-term plan maps the Religious Education topics for each class, with changes being made 
as needed to accommodate our growing school.  
 
 

Teaching and learning style 
 
Teaching in RE takes place in a variety of locations such as: 

 The classroom 

 Church 

 Outdoors 

 Places of worship  

 Places of religious significance. 
 
Learning experiences include: 

 Handling and examining religious artefacts and objects used in worship 

 Reading and exploring sacred and scriptural texts and other sources of authority 

 Discussing and debating ideas and beliefs 

 Speaking and listening to visitors  

 Role play and drama activities 

 Reflecting on their own experiences, beliefs and knowledge 

 Participating in real and simulated ceremonies and celebrations 
 
We aim to continue the school’s links with the local Church by: 

• Participating in Church events and services e.g. Harvest Festival and Christingle 
• Inviting the local incumbent to lead us in regular Collective Worship 
• Hosting fortnightly ‘Open the Book’ assemblies arranged by members of the local church 
• Involving the local church communities in our events and celebrations. 
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Learning that has taken place in RE is incorporated into the teaching in other topics where 
appropriate, providing cross-curricular links and helping to embed the living nature of religion. 
 
 
Contribution to Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural (SMSC) development 
 
All subjects are expected to contribute to children’s development of SMSC. At Alpington, Religious 
Education should play a part in: 
 

• Developing an awareness of a ‘spiritual’ dimension to life. (SPIRITUAL) 
• Providing a forum for pupils to develop and evaluate their own beliefs and values and to 

examine the beliefs and values others have chosen to live by. (MORAL) 
• Encouraging interest in and an understanding of others, respect for those with different 

beliefs, and a sense of ‘community’. (SOCIAL) 
• Evaluating the influence of Christianity on: 

o Daily life in Britain 
o The pattern of the year 
o Public occasions 
o Festivals and ceremonies 
o Architecture 
o Laws 
o The arts including, art, music, drama and literature 

• Considering the richness of other cultural and religious expressions in British society 
(CULTURAL) 

A separate SMSC policy is available. 
 
 
Matching Work to Pupils’ Needs 
 
At Alpington School, we teach Religious Education to all children whatever their ability, providing 
learning opportunities that enable all pupils to make progress. When progress falls significantly 
outside the expected range, the child may have special educational needs. We will then assess the 
situation so that we can take additional or different action to enable the child to learn more 
effectively. However, teachers are also aware that some children have additional experience of a 
religion through family practice and may show greater ability and understanding. 
 
 
Assessment, Recording and Reporting 
 
It is important to note that pupils’ work in Religious Education can be assessed; we are not 
assessing degrees of spirituality but their knowledge, skills and understanding. We are also required 
by law to report on pupils’ progress and attainment in Religious Education to parents. 
 
We assess children’s knowledge and understanding in Religious Education by making informal 
judgements as we observe them during lessons, and marking completed written work. RE is marked 
to the same standard as maths and English, and in-line with our marking and assessment policy. 
Assessments are recorded on Pupil Asset each term, where the Subject Leader can monitor 
progression across the year and across the school. 
 
Assessment is focused on the knowledge and understanding of core concepts, using the disciplines 
of theology (thinking through beliefs), philosophy (thinking through thinking) and human and 
social sciences (thinking through living). The aspects (below) of each discipline are explored at an 
age-appropriate level. Theology focuses on Christianity and at least one other world view in KS1, 
and Christianity and at least two other world views in KS2. Philosophy and Human and Social 
Sciences explore a wider range of religions and world views, including Christianity. 
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Theology 

• Where beliefs come from  
• How beliefs change over time  
• How beliefs relate to each other  
• How beliefs shape the way believers see the world and each other  

 
Philosophy 

• The nature of knowledge, meaning and existence  
• How and whether things make sense  
• Issues of right and wrong, good and bad  

 
Human and Social Sciences 

• The diverse nature of religion  
• Diverse ways in which people practice and express beliefs  
• The ways in which beliefs shape individual identity, and impact on communities and 

society and vice versa  
 
We make our assessments against the Diocese of Norwich’s Age Related Expectations, using the 
language of ‘working towards the age related expectations (Working Towards), working within the 
age related expectations (Working At), and working at greater depth within the expectations for 
their age (Greater Depth)’.  
 
Resources 
 
We are building up a collection of high-quality resources to teach RE, including: 

 Understanding Christianity 

 Inspired Classrooms 

 A long-term plan of the themes and religions to be taught in each class 

 A growing set of Units of Work with: 
o Age Related Expectations, tailored to the theme and year group 
o Teaching and Learning activities 
o SMSC links 
o Links to the Agreed Syllabus Areas of Study 
o Printable or premade resources 
o For EYFS – two persona dolls: Wanda and Will 
o Costumes for role play 

 A set of Bibles for both key stages 

 A collection of religious artefacts for some of the major faiths 

 DVDs from the BBC collection Pathways of Belief 

 Staff also use ICT resources and the internet to support their teaching. 
 
Monitoring, Evaluation and Review 
 
The Subject Leader’s role includes: 

 Monitoring and evaluation of this policy, in practice and in print 

 Supporting colleagues in the teaching of Religious Education 

 Keeping up-to-date with current developments in the subject 

 Providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school 

 Providing feedback to the governors 

 Monitoring of teaching and learning, involving regular: 
o Lesson observations 
o Informal drop-ins 
o Stakeholder conversations/surveys 
o Learning walks around the school, and 
o Book scrutiny 
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The Head Teacher and governor responsible for Religious Education are able to assist in 
observations and monitoring. The RE governor will meet with the Subject Leader at least twice a 
year and will feedback to the rest of the governors. This could be as 1:1 discussions or as part of the 
meetings of the Ethos sub-committee, onto which the RE Leader has been co-opted. 
 

 
Provision for Withdrawal from Religious Education 
 
Two provisions of law need to be noted: 
 
i) Parents may ask for their child to be totally or partially withdrawn from Religious Education in 
accordance with the Education Act 1944, sections 25(4) and 30, which was re-enacted in 1988. 
Reasons for withdrawal do not have to be given and the school must enable parents to exercise this 
legal entitlement.  
 
The School website advises parents of the current provision for Religious 
Education. They are asked to contact the Head teacher if they wish to withdraw their child. It is 
hoped that, in discussing their requirements, an understanding can be reached and arrangements 
for alternative Religious Education or supervision made. 
 
ii) Teachers may withdraw from Religious Education. Their classes, however, are legally entitled to 
Religious Education. The Head Teacher is responsible for alternative provision for pupils. Staff are 
not required to give reasons for withdrawal.  
 
 

Religious Education and its relationship to Collective Worship 
 
In law, Religious Education and Collective Worship are distinct. Religious Education is part of the 
school curriculum; it is delivered as an academic subject rather than as a profession of any faith. It 
must be appropriate for pupils of different ages and abilities. Collective Worship is a community 
celebration in-line with our standing as a Church of England school, the content of which often 
complements and brings depth to our Religious Education learning. A separate policy is available for 
Collective Worship. 
 
 
Supporting Documents: 
Statement of Entitlement (2019) 
Norfolk Agreed Syllabus (2012) 
Diocese of Norwich Age Related Expectations 
Collective Worship Policy 
SMSC Policy 

 


