
The American Bison
The American bison is the largest land mammal in North America. Bison are shaggy 
with brown fur and have short curved horns. They are taller than most people and 
weigh 2,000 pounds! The bison once lived in the North American grasslands in large 
herds. They were an important part of Native American culture and were vital to the 
lives of plants and animals of the Great American Plains. Bison were so important to 
native cultures that many stories have been written about them. 

Bison search for plants to eat. They eat 20-30 pounds of grass each day! Bison have a 
hump on their necks that lets them swing their heads from side to side. This helps them 
find food in the winter and brush the snow away from the earth. Bison use their hooves 
to look for food. When bison clear the ground looking for food, plants can grow and 
flourish. Small animals like living near areas where bison roam because bison munch on 
grass and keep the plains clear. This helps small animals keep a look out for predators.

People once hunted bison so often that there were 
almost none left. People moved onto 
their lands, which destroyed the bison’s 
homes and made it hard for them to 
survive. President Teddy Roosevelt wrote 
the Yellowstone Preservation Act of 1894 to 
protect the bison. Thanks to preserves, the 
bison population is making a comeback.

The bison is a symbol of 
strength, endurance and 
dignity. This is the reason 
it was chosen to be the 
United States’ national 
mammal in 2016.  
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Questions
1. How do bison find food to eat? 

 

 

2. What does a bison look like? How do you know? 

 

 

3. Why did the bison population almost disappear? 

 

 

 

4. Why do you think the bison was chosen to be the national mammal of the United States? 
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Answers
1. How do bison find food to eat? 

The forage and look for grasses. Their hump helps them move their head side to side to 
look for food.

2. What does a bison look like? How do you know? 
The text says the bison is shaggy, brown, and has short horns. It is very large and it is tall.

3. Why did the bison population almost disappear? 
People hunted them and moved onto their land, making it hard for them to survive.

4. Why do you think the bison was chosen to be the national mammal of the United States? 
This bison represents dignity, respect, and strength. America wants to be seen with 
dignity, respect, and strength.
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The American Bison
The American bison is the largest land mammal in North America. Bison are shaggy 
with brown fur and have short curved horns. They can grow to be 6 feet tall and can 
weigh up to a ton! The bison once roamed the North American grasslands in large herds. 
They were an integral part of Native American culture and were vital to the ecology of 
the Great American Plains. Bison were so important to native cultures that many myths 
have been written about them. 

Bison forage for plants and eat 20-30 pounds of grasses each day! Bison have a hump 
on their necks that allows them to swing their heads from side to side. This helps them 
find food in the winter and brush the snow away from the earth. Bison use their hooves 
to forage for food, which disturbs the ground so that plant life can flourish. Small 
animals prefer living near areas where bison roam because bison munch on grass and 
keep the plains clear. This helps small animals keep a look out for predators. 

Due to commercial hunting and westward expansion, 
the bison population is endangered and 
was almost extinct. Experts believe there 
used to be 50 million bison living in the 
1500s. By the 1800s, the population 
was reduced to just a couple hundred 
bison. President Teddy Roosevelt wrote 
the Yellowstone Preservation Act of 1894 to 
protect the bison. Thanks to preserves, the bison population 
is making a comeback.

The bison is a symbol of 
strength, endurance and 
dignity. This is the reason 
it was chosen to be the 
United States’ national 
mammal in 2016.  
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Questions
1. How does a bison’s height and weight compare to the height and weight of a person? 

 

 

2. How do bison help other plants and animals in their ecosystem? 

 

 

3. Who wrote the Yellowstone Preservation Act of 1894? 

 

 

 

4. Do you agree or disagree that the bison is a good choice for the United States 
National Mammal? 
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Answers
1. How does a bison’s height and weight compare to the height and weight of a person? 

A bison is about as tall as man. It weighs much more than any person.

2. How do bison help other plants and animals in their ecosystem? 
Bison eat grasses that help small animals look for predators. They help encourage plant 
growth when they forage and stomp on the ground.

3. Who wrote the Yellowstone Preservation Act of 1894? 
Teddy Roosevelt wrote the Yellowstone Preservation Act of 1894.

4. Do you agree or disagree that the bison is a good choice for the United States 
National Mammal? 
Answers will vary.

The American Bison

visit twinkl.com



The American Bison
The American bison is the largest land mammal in North America. Bison have unkempt 
brown fur and short curved horns. They can grow to be 6 feet tall and can weigh up 
to a ton! The bison once roamed the North American grasslands in large herds. They 
were an integral part of Native American culture and were vital to the ecology of the 
Great American Plains. Bison were so important to native cultures that many myths 
have been written about them. Native American legends show bison to be powerful and 
indomitable. They represent the survivor spirit and a will to overcome obstacles.

Bison forage for plants and eat 20-30 pounds of grasses each day! Bison have a hump 
on their necks that allows them to swing their heads from side to side. This is especially 
helpful for finding food in the winter because the swinging motion helps them brush 
snow away from the ground when they forage. Bison are ruminants, meaning they 
regurgitate their food and chew it for a second time to aid digestion. Bison use their 
hooves to look for food, which disturbs the ground so that plant life can flourish. Small 
animals prefer living near areas where bison roam because bison chomp on grass and 
keep the plains clear. This helps small animals keep a look out for predators. 

Due to commercial hunting and westward expansion, the 
bison population is endangered and they were 
almost extinct. Experts believe there used to be 50 
million bison living in the 1500s. By the 1800s, the 
population was reduced to just a couple hundred 
bison. President Teddy Roosevelt wrote the Yellowstone 
Preservation Act of 1894 to protect the bison. Thanks to 
preserves, the bison population is making a comeback. 

Many people say the bison represents the “American 
Spirit”. When Congress decided to name an official 
national mammal, they considered many animals, like 
the white-tail deer and the grizzly bear.  However, the 
bison was chosen over these other animals because it 
represents dignity, strength, and endurance. In 2016, 
the bison became the official national mammal of the 
United States.
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Questions
1. Based on the text, what does "regurgitate" mean? 

 

 

2. Why do you think people say the bison represents the "American Spirit"? 

 

 

 

3. What did the Yellowstone Preservation Act do? 

 

 

4. Write a short paragraph describing which animal you think should have been chosen as the 

USA national mammal: grizzly bear, white-tail deer, or bison. 
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Answers
1. Based on the text, what does "regurgitate" mean? 

Regurgitate means to spit up food so that it can be chewed again.

2. Why do yo think people say the bison represents the "American Spirit"? 
The bison represents strength and dignity. It represents willpower and survival. Early 
Colonists had to live with strength and use their willpower and intelligence to survive in 
the new colonies.

3. What did the Yellowstone Preservation Act do? 
The Yellowstone Preservation Act protects bison/is helping the bison to make a comeback.

4. Write a short paragraph describing which animal you think should have been chosen as the 
USA national mammal: grizzly bear, white-tail deer, or bison. 
Answers will vary.
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