
Activity 4: GRAMMAR - Modal verbs 
These are verbs that indicate likelihood, 

ability, permission or obligation. 
Words like: can/could, may/might, 
will/would, shall/should and must. 

 
Watch the video from the BBC Bitesize page 
and use the link from Natural Curriculum – 

links on the Owls page.  
Then have a go at the activities.  

 
 

Activity 1: Read to the top of page 10.  
 

Draw a picture of Sean in the middle of your page.  

In one colour, write what you’ve found out about this 

character – what evidence is there in the text?  

Choose a different colour – write any questions you 

have about Sean and his family?  

 

 

 

Activity 3: Read from 10 – Chapter 3 

Search and find the meaning of:  

Sheepishly 

Abusive 

Gorse 

Barracks 

Resplendent 

Emaciated 

Can you use each one in a sentence?  

Are there any other word which you do not know 

the meaning of? Make a list and find the 

definition.  
 

 

Activity 2: The Dragoon 

One of the characters, Will, is a Sergeant of 

Dragoons. Go online and see if you can find an 

illustration of a dragoon from the 1840s. Have a 

go at drawing it or even dress up as a dragoon!  

There are many phrases Morpurgo uses to 

describe his uniform:  

Heavy plumed helmet, scarlet cloak… 

Can you write some phrases or sentences to 

describe what the Dragoon looks like?  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

Twist of Gold 

 
Have a go at some of these 

activities. You do not have to 

do them all, but the ones you 

don’t do, could be used as 

discussion points with your 

family. The reading can be 

done at any point during the 

days (before bed), but just refer 

back to the pages to help with 

the tasks. Remember you can 

share the reading with an 

adult.  

 

Activity 5: Read chapters 4 and 5 

Imagine you are mother. Write a letter to 

your husband explaining the dire situation 

she and her family are in.  

Explain why Sean and Annie are on their 

way and what he must do to help. 

  

Remember to use those modal verbs in your 

ideas, and accurate punctuation.  

The end of this chapter is quite sad – can 

you make your letter sound similar? Use 

words and phrases from the book to help 

you.  

Activity 6 

Before next Monday (11th), read chapter 6.  

 


