
Year 3 - 4 Adverbs

We are resilient and thoughtful workers

LO: To understand how adverbs can be used to 
improve writing.

When using adverbs in our writing they will add 
more detail to description and give the reader a 

better picture. An adverb gives us more information 
about the verb

Omri crept into his bedroom.

Last night under the cover of darkness, Omri crept 
silently and stealthily into his bedroom



What is an Adverb?
An adverb is something that tells you where, why or how
something is done. For example:

Camilla crossed the road safely.

Saffie’s horse bravely jumped over the hurdle.

The man drove his car everywhere.

Many adverbs end in –ly but not all of them. Similarly, 
not all words which end in –ly are adverbs.



Sort the Adverbs
Keeping in mind that an adverb is something that tells you where, why or 
how something is done, draw a table in your book and sort the following 
words into the correct boxes: Add 5 more adverbs to the list

Adverbs Not Adverbs

angrily

happily        
today

lonely   loudly
usually

ugly
skilfully

cruelly
sadlynever

quietly        very
well

the  deep bully



Spot the Adverbs
Read the sentences and note how or when the verb was done.

Let’s go to the cinema today.

Usually my parcels arrive on time.

.

Make sure that you climb the ladder safely.

.

.

She followed her friend cautiously.



Add an Adverb
Read and write the sentences below in your book and add an adverb to 
say how, why or where the action in the sentence was being done.

The fox ran beneath the bushes.

Milly did her work.

The police officer gave evidence in court.

Keisha said thank you .



Add an Adverb
The great thing about using adverbs is that there are lots of different 
ways to describe actions to make your writing interesting.
Here are some suggestions: 

The fox ran beneath the bushes.

Milly did her work.

The police officer gave evidence in court.

Keisha said thank you .

Which adverbs did you choose? Does 
selecting different adverbs change the whole 

meaning of a sentence?

timidly

carefully 

confidently 

reluctantly



Spin the Wheel
Select an adverb.

Choose an adverb from the wheel. In your 
book, write 10 of your own sentences 

about something that might happen at 
school or home including that adverb.



It’s Your Turn
Look at the pictures below. Write sentences to go with each 

picture that contains an adverb. Or you could write a 
paragraph.



Adverbs Quick Quiz
Take a quiz to see if you are an expert! 

Which word is the adverb in this sentence?

It is important to apply sun cream regularly on sunny days. 

important regularly apply



Adverbs Quick Quiz
Take a quiz to see if you are an expert! 

Which word is the adverb in this sentence?

Brown bears are usually found in Canadian forests. 

found usuallybrown



Adverbs Quick Quiz

inquisitively

Take a quiz to see if you are an expert! 
Which word is the adverb in this sentence?

The timid mouse poked his nose out from behind the cupboard inquisitively. 

behindout



Well done!
Hopefully you can now use 

adverbs to improve your writing.

What a great job.


