
Years 3-4

Thinking About Christianity and The Pioneers

We are going to use the slides for lesson 3 but look at the 
first slides from lessons 1 and 2 if you need to.

You will need your Topic book- Write the date and learning 
objective (on the next slide) out as there will be questions to 

think about and answers to write.

There are worksheets 3A and 3B to go with the slides

Have your pen, pencil and ruler ready.                           
(you may wish to use two sessions for this work) 



LO: To find out what a missionary is and why they tried to 
convert the Native Americans to Christianity.
(Empathetic and curious learning)

Remember: The Pioneers settled in America looking for a new 
life. They brought Christianity with them and thought the 
Native Americans should become Christian too

We know that the Pioneers were Christians and Christianity had 
been the main religion in Europe for hundreds of years.

The Natives had never heard about Jesus. They had their own 
beliefs that might be different from tribe to tribe.

The Pioneer missionaries believed that everyone should be of 
the same faith.(Christianity) We do not think this today.

We know there are many different cultures and beliefs.



Your Tasks

Imagine what it must have been like for the Native Americans 
when the missionaries wanted them to change their beliefs

Look at slides 3 with someone and talk about the different aspects of 
the Pioneer’s lives and their reasons for feeling so strongly about 

Christianity. (remember, they lived by the rules in the bible)

Think about why the missionaries were interested in converting the 
Native Americans to Christianity and saving their souls.

Complete 1 or both tasks. Sheet 3A. Think of3- 5 reasons why the 
Christian missionaries wanted to convert the Native Americans and why 

the Native Americans would be against it.

Sheet 3B. Draft and write a letter as a Christian Missionary to a tribe 
of Native Americans. Explain why you think they should convert to 

Christianity. Be persuasive in your approach.



How do you think you would feel if some one tries to persuade you to 
change your beliefs and faith?

This has happened a lot throughout history.

Is it right? Should our choices be taken away from us?
Should we challenge people’s beliefs?

Would there have been advantages for the Native Americans if they 
converted to Christianity? Explain your answers into your Topic book.

Well Done Again. That was a lot to think about.


