
Years 3-4

Writing a Play Script

We are going to write a play script that is linked to our story The 
Indian in the Cupboard.

I would expect this task to take a bit more time and last over 2-3 
sessions.

You will need some spare paper to write out your ideas and a rough 
draft before the final piece.

You will need the planning sheet printed off or drawn into your 
book.

You will need to look carefully at how a play is structured to help 
you write yours out carefully.

A space to perform your play if you wish
And…a brave adult to help or play a part!



LO: To write a play script based on our book The Indian in 
the Cupboard

To show empathy and understanding for the characters

Remember to use all the skills you have learnt in the 
previous 2 lessons

You will plan your ideas and draft your play script before
writing it up neatly.

Use the text from the book to help. You can 
rewrite any scene from the story or make up a completely 

new scene.
Include the characters you already know about so far.



How we start

You can draw out a mind map for this part if it helps and 
use the planning sheet as well.

Choose the characters
Decide on a story line

Select the setting for your script

Remember that we can use stage directions.
This tell us more about the characters and what they are 

doing. It helps us with the acting too.

There is a particular way to punctuate your writing. Look out 
for it on the next slide.

Read it through and notice how the writing is laid out.



This part of the story takes place in the playground.     
The boys are waiting outside after school has finished. 

Patrick has his skateboard under his arm.
They start to chat.

(This is setting the scene)

Patrick: Where have you been? I’ve been waiting ages.

Omri: What do you mean? (he moves from foot to foot)

Patrick (looking cross) well you are never around when I want to 
play.

Omri: That’s not true! It’s just that mum wants me home early, so 
it’s hard for me.

The boys move over to the skateboard track. Omri looks a bit sad.



This part of the story could continue as a script from the 
book, or you can make up your own version. You can have 
more than two characters. You could have a narrator, who 
tell the story throughout.

Although this is speech you will notice that there are no inverted 
commas. We do not use them when writing a play.

EG: Little Bull: (with his fists up)  I fight, You fight, I will win!

Boone: No Way, I’m sure gonna beat you whatever! (he laughs)

Also you will see that a colon : is used after each character’s name 
to show us that speech is coming.

The characters are written down the left of the page and they 
have a new line each time they speak. You can add new settings or 
stage direction as you go.



Here is an example of how you could set your play script out 
in your book, after you have written the title. 

1. Write your cast list (who the 

characters are)

2. Describe the scene (where the play 

takes place)

3.Write the conversation that the 

different characters are having.

4. Leave space each time to add stage 

direction, new scenery and actions that 

you , the writer wants to see.

5. Make sure there is a story here. It can 

be funny, dramatic or a bit sad.

6. Make sure it has a satisfactory 

ending. (or a cliff hanger)



Check that you have included:

A title or heading.

A list of characters.

You have set the scene.

Names of characters are on the left.

You have added stage directions.

All punctuation is used, but not inverted commas.

If you wish send us a performance, please do.

But a beautiful play script will be just as good.


