
 

TOPIC PLANNING – HEROES 
 

INNOVATION AND CHANGE 

Narrative - the story of the topic from beginning to end.  (These are notes and ideas for future reference) 

Based around Roman myth – Romans in  Britain bit of His?? Boudicca fits well  - Hero or out for her own ends debate?  

Amazing people. Who are our heroes? What makes someone heroic? Once a hero always a hero? Jesus – hero or troublemaker?  
The hero in us?  Local heroes – opportunity to get people in to talk about the jobs they do.  What makes a job important?  Does the world have it’s priorities straight when it comes to thinking 
about which jobs are important.  Do the people who do the most important jobs make the most money? 
Following on from what makes a hero, Some superhero links.  What makes a superhero?  Where do their powers come from?  If you were a superhero what would you do?  Do superheroes 
always behave like heroes?  Designing own characters and writng a super hero story.  Look at graphic novels and turn part of your story into one.   
Heroes and heroines in stories – can’t think of any off the top of my head right now! Private Peaceful - good for debate, What makes a hero/coward? Matilda? His Dark Materials? Huckleberry 
Finn? 
Heroes (slightly like world changers) Could look at Malala? Could also link to Olympic Heroes if coincided with an Olympic year. Some plans and ideas on websites e.g. Plan B – quite history 
based though. Potential of famous flights (forces!) e.g. Wright brothers, Amy Johnson, etc. 
Could focus on a controversial person – were they a hero or villain? (Again, not sure who!) Boudicca – freedom fighter/terrorist stuff 

 

Starting points 
How do we establish what we already know? How do we grab the 
children’s attention? 

Outcome eg. Topic book, newspaper, exhibition, art gallery, show, presentation… 

  

Prior Learning Future Learning 

KS1 learning -  
Prior topics – Out of this world, Sustainability, Food, Fun 
and games 

 
 The final Frontier, Ideas which changed the world  

Key Vocabulary  
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DT 
Design / make / evaluate 

Design, make and market an item of clothing for a super hero.  (cloak, mask, shoes, hat......). 

 

Technical knowledge 

Joining, including sewing and using textiles. 

 

ENGLISH 
Reading: 

 Private Peaceful 

 Matilda 

 The Fastest Boy in the World 

 Harry Potter 

 Queen of Darkness (Boudicca) 
Writing: 

 Myths and legends 

 Plays 

 Poems: Narrative, free verse  

SCIENCE 
 Y4 Sound  

 Y4 Electricity 

 Y6 Electricity 

RE/RSHE 
 Y3 – What is the Trinity? (Christianity) 

 Y4 – What does sacrifice mean? (Multi/Humanism) 

 Y5 – What difference does the resurrection make to Christians? (Christianity) 

 Y6 – How do Buddhists explain suffering in the world? (Buddhism) 

MUSIC 
Songs about people from popular culture. 

Who are songs written about?  Why?  What kinds of lives inspire the song writers?  Do you 

agree with their choices? 

 

Who is your hero?  Can you create music to describe them?  This could be adapted to create 

music to describe a hero explored as a class. 

 

Record a simple tune using musical notation.  

 

Super Hero theme music – how does the music used in sound tracks build atmosphere or 

describe a character.  

 

Create a theme or simple tune to describe own Super Hero character 

HISTORY 

  The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain 

 
 This could include 

 Julius Caesar’s attempted invasion in 55-54 BC 

 the Roman Empire by AD 42 and the power of its army 

 successful invasion by Claudius and conquest, including Hadrian’s Wall 

 British resistance, for example, Boudica 

 ‘Romanisation’ of Britain: sites such as Caerwent and the impact of technology, 

 culture and beliefs, including early Christianity 
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GEOGRAPHY 
Xxx 

 

ART/DT 
Artists / artworks 

Roy Lichenstein  

(comic book artist) 

Techniques 

Pen and ink 

Stylised images 

Themes 

Super hero art and comic books. 

 

Look at paintings, pictures and portraits of our heroes.  How do they portray themselves?  

What does it tell us about them? 

 

COMPUTING 
Research project, using search engines safely and effectively, making choices about the 

information they choose and evaluating the reliability of sources 

 

PE 
Xxx 

 

 
 
Notes and Ideas: 
 
 


