
 

TOPIC PLANNING – STRANGERS 
 

PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE 

Narrative - the story of the topic from beginning to end 

The topic begins with a study of portraits.  What do these strangers want to tell us about themselves?  What could they be hiding?  Children then apply what they have learnt to Tudor 
portraits, getting to know Henry VIII and Elizabeth I through the pictures they have left behind.  The children create their own Tudor style portraits.  They also consider modern portraits in 
the form of Selfies.  Why do people take them, what are they for and do they always tell the truth?  We explore the impact on social media and how we keep ourselves and other safe 
online.  We also learn about other aspects of life in Tudor times, writing our discoveries by candle light.   
The topic moves on to explore Tudor Norwich.  The children become Tudor tour guides, preparing for the visit of Queen Elizabeth.  Role play, drama and local visits then bring to life either 
the drama of Kett’s rebellion or the arrival of the “Strangers” who brought their weaving skills from Holland.  The children think about the power of strangers coming together for a common 
cause, and what it would be like to be a stranger in a foreign land – in Tudor times and today. 
Visits can include Stranger’s hall, Norwich and Mousehold Heath.   
 

Starting points 
How do we establish what we already know? How do we 
grab the children’s attention? 

Outcome 
eg. Topic book, newspaper, exhibition, art gallery, show, 
presentation… 

Teacher portraits to explore and investigate. 
Writing by candle light. 
A courier brings a letter announcing a royal visit. 
Writing outdoors or around the fire pit.   

 

Tudor portraits exhibition. 
Tudor day Feast 
Tudor street 
Raising money for a refugee charity 

Prior Learning Future Learning 

KS1  
X marks the spot 
People and Places 
Inventors 

KS2 (highlight as appropriate) 
Invaders and settlers 
Archaeology 
Survivors 
Myths and Ledgends 

Highlight as appropriate 
Invaders and settlers 
Archaeology 
Survivors 
Myths and Legends 

Key Vocabulary  

Divorced 
Execution 
Chronology 
Heir 
Monarch 
Dynasty 
16th Century (e.g. 1509) 
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DT 
Design / make / evaluate 

Product to sell to raise money for refugee charity.   

 

Children to create their own design brief and evaluate and improve their product.   

 

Create a real audience for the children’s work by having a real sale.   

 

Technical knowledge 

As appropriate to the task the children design, based on their prior learning.    

 

ENGLISH 
Reading: 

 Diver’s Daughter (Sinking of the Mary Rose, life in Tudor London, BAME character) 

 My Friend Walter (Sir Walter Raleigh, past vs present comparisons) 

 Spy Master (Henry VIII) 

 The Boy and the Globe (Shakespeare & Globe theatre) 

 Shakespeare  
Writing: 

 Plays (Shakespeare) 

 Diary writing  

 Letter writing (strangers to family in the Netherlands) 

 Biographies (Kings, Queens etc) 

 Poetry: Sonnets 
 

SCIENCE 
 Y3 light 

 Y6 Light  

 Y4 Sound (Tudor Music) 
 

RE/RSHE 
 Why is there so much diversity of belief within Christianity? (Links well with Strangers 

who were escaping religious persecution) (Christianity) 

 People of God – Consider the people of Israel when they were in Egypt – were they 
strangers in a similar way? 

 

MUSIC 
Tudor music and Dance. 

 

Listen to examples of Tudor music.   

How has music changed?  What did the Tudors use music for?  What is the equivalent today? 

 

Explore the rhythm of Tudor music using clapping and percussion. 

 

Play simple Tudor tunes (eg Greensleeves) using tuned instruments.  

 

Consider music as a historical source.  What can we learn about the Tudors, their beliefs and 

customs from the music that they wrote and listened to? 

 

HISTORY 
A local history study 

 a depth study linked to one of the British areas of study listed above 

 a study over time tracing how several aspects of national history are reflected in the 
locality (this can go beyond 1066) 

 a study of an aspect of history or a site dating from a period beyond 1066 that is 
significant in the locality. 
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GEOGRAPHY  

 use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe 

features studied 

 use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key 

(including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United 

Kingdom and the wider world 

 use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features 

in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and 

digital technologies. 

 

ART/DT 
Artists / artworks 

Holbein 

Techniques 

Drawing the human face, getting features in proportion. 

Range of media for portraits including photography, charcoal, drawing. Water colour and oils. 

Themes 

Explore the portraits of Tudor Kings and Queens.  What were they saying about themselves?  

Can we trust the portraits?  Explore the symbolism in the paintings.  How do you want to be 

seen?  Create your own portrait. 

COMPUTING 
Code.org 

https://code.org/educate/curriculum/elementary-school 

 

Online safety 

 

PE 
Tudor dance 

 

 
Notes and Ideas: 
 

 

https://code.org/educate/curriculum/elementary-school

