
 

TOPIC PLANNING – ARCHAEOLOGY 
 

PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE 

Narrative - the story of the topic from beginning to end (Notes and ideas) 

We begin with the story of Howard Carter and the discovery of the Tomb of Tutan Khamun. The children take on roles within Carter’s team, examining the different finds and evaluating 
what they tell us about the lives and beliefs of the Ancient Egyptians.   

Starting points 
How do we establish what we already know? How do we 
grab the children’s attention? 

Outcome 
eg. Topic book, newspaper, exhibition, art gallery, show, 
presentation… 

  

Prior Learning Future Learning 

KS1 Learning: London, Growing and Changing, 
People and Places, The Good life 

KS2 Learning: Invaders and Settlers, 
Strangers, Survivors, Myths and Legends 

: Invaders and Settlers, Strangers, Survivors, Myths and Legends 

Key Vocabulary  
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DT 
Design / make / evaluate 

Apply historical knowledge to evaluate how ancient civilizations built huge structures.  (eg 

pyramids), or how they moved water. 

 

Design and make a system that will move heavy objects or move water. 

 

Technical Knowledge 

Pulleys and levers. 

 

ENGLISH 
Reading: Fiction 

 Scarabs Secret 

 Egyptian Cinderella 

 Secrets of a Sun King 
Reading: Non- Fiction 

 Pharoah’s Fate 

 Meet the Ancient Egyptians 

 Egypt magnified 

 Legend of Tutankhamun 
Writing: 

 News reports 

 Adventure stories 

 Persuasive/ Debate – Was Carter right to open Tutankhamun’s tomb? 

 

SCIENCE 
 
 3 Rocks 

 Y6 Evolution (fossils?) 

 Y4 States of matter 

 Y5 Properties of materials  

 
 

RE/RSHE 
 
 Y3 – What is philosophy? How do people make moral decisions? (Chr/Islam/Hum) 

 Y4 – How do/have religious groups contributed to society/history? (Hind/Chr/Islam) 

 Y5 – What can we learn about the world/knowledge/meaning of life from the great 
philosophers? 

 Y6 (Stand alone) Gospel 

MUSIC 
Explore music over time.  Take one instrument and explore how it has changed eg strings or 
woodwind.   
 
Music has been discovered from Ancient Greece and Egypt.  Listen to and explore.  How do 
we know what it sounded like?  What archaeological research has been carried out to make it 
possible for us to listen to it today? 
 
Look at music from modern tribes – Aboriginal music, Native American Music and music from 
the Amazon region.  What can we learn about what music was like thousands of years ago. 
 
Why do you think music is so important for societies throughout human history? 

 .   

HISTORY 
 
The achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first 
civilizations appeared and a depth study of one of the following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus 
Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China 
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GEOGRAPHY 
 identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern 

Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn 

 describe and understand key aspects of: physical geography, including: climate zones, 

biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the 

water cycle 

 human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity 

including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, 

minerals and water  

 

ART/DT 
Artists / Artworks 

Ancient art from different cultures – sculpture, carvings, jewellary, pottery etc. 

Roman, Greek, Myah, Incca, Egyptain etc. 

Techniques 

Clay 

Printing to create simple patterns. 

Mixed media 

Themes 

Compare artwork from different places and times.  Talk about what it tells us about the 

people, how they lived and what they thought and felt. 

What will our art work say about us in 2000 years? 

 

COMPUTING 
 
Presentation project using video, including editing software. 

 

Link to music – write own soundtrack or musical effects. 

 

PE 

 

Notes and Ideas: 
 
Focus on Ancient Egypt – maybe the discovery of Tutankhamun’s tomb.  Create our own archaeological dig.  Children take on roles, log and catalogue what 
they find.  Rivers in geography would fit in nicely with the river Nile?  Also a comparison to modern Egypt – what it it like today and compare modern Egypt 
with UK River Nile is diverted for cotton – links with land use and resources of the area?  Look at / compare famous archaeological sites around the world - 
Pompeii, Matu Picchu, Elgin Marbles etc.  Debate who they belong to and how should they be treated. 
 
Good BBC dramatisations of Carter Discovery. Also good for Newspaper reports can look at contemporary sources. Children could take on role of reporter 
trying to find out what has happened. Take on role of Modern Egyptian, Ancient Egyptian and someone from British Museum and argue what should happen 
to artefacts (philosophy). Hieroglyphs, Rosetta Stone – using symbols/codes, Islam RE. Rivers bit of geog : settlement along the Nile and use as 
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communications route, the inundation and water cycle DT, – dioramas of course of a river Also look at the philosophy behind making decisions – whether to 
excavate or not, whether it is right to remove ‘remains’ etc. (Link to RE for Y3, 4, 5?) Can anyone think of a good class book? 
 
LB – wondered whether we could do a little contrast/extension to palaeontology (or for just relevant years) – would link to rocks (Y3) and (Y6) – Could go a on 
trip to Cromer. Visit the museum where they found the oldest footprint (creative/journalism writing)? Could also look at topography of the area for 
geography – bit of fieldwork?   
 
Also interviewed Howard Carter before (Mr O!) – did news reports using iPads. Could make artefacts and open own museum at the end of the topic.  
If looked at rivers – could be tourist guides – giving a tour of the area. 
 
Could look at Egyptian view of Ra and how he moves across the sky – would tick off some Y5 space objectives? 
 
 

 


