
 

TOPIC PLANNING – HERE AND THERE 
 

UNDERSTANDING PEOPLE AND PLACES 

Narrative - the story of the topic from beginning to end 

“Twist of Gold” by Michael Morpurgo 
“The Indian in the Cupboard” by Lynn Ried Banks 
 
Using the books as a starting point, children explore, compare and contrast locations in the UK (Norfolk and Ireland) to geographical locations in North America.  The children journey across 
North America, meeting a whole range of people, past and present.  They explore what drives change and look for evidence of change in the human and physical geography and the lives of 
the people who live there.  The topic examines ideas of migration and movement, considers historical events from different viewpoints and draws conclusions about how we live today and 
how we behave towards each other.  The culture of the places we visit is explored through art, music and writing.   
What impact has the movement of people had on spreading: technology, knowledge, disease, culture, religion, fashion, foods? 
 

Starting points 
How do we establish what we already know? How do we 
grab the children’s attention? 

Outcome 
eg. Topic book, newspaper, exhibition, art gallery, show, 
presentation… 

The Indian in the Cupboard 
A cupboard, toy native Americans and time to role play and imagine. 
 
Twist of Gold 
Begin with the discovery of an abandoned wagon and discarded belongings.  Children 
become archaeologists and discover the lives of the people who abandoned it.   

Sketch book style “travel journals”. 
Wagon with moving parts. 
Relief map of USA. 

 

Prior Learning Future Learning 

KS1 Learning:  
X Marks the spot 
Inventors 
All creatures great and small 
Night and Day 
 

KS2 Learning: 
Fantastic Creatures 
Explorers  
Africa 
 

Heroes 
Fantastic Creatures 
Explorers  
Africa 

Key Vocabulary  

See Geography and History progress grids. 
Migration 
Immigrant / immigration 
Oregon Trail 
Native American 
Tribe 
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DT 
 

Food tech 
Learn about the “farm to fork” journey of food from around the world. 

 

Discover foods in season in different parts of the world. 

 

Explore how and why diets are different in different parts of the world. 

 

 

ENGLISH 
Reading: Immigration focus 

 The Arrival 

 Teacup 

 Unforgotten Coat 

 Leaf 

 The Island 

 King of the Sky 

 Twist of Gold 

 The Indian in the Cupboard 
Reading: Refugee focus 

 Welcome to nowhere 

 Boy 87 

 The day war came 

 Here I am 
Writing: 

 Poetry- Narrative poems, free verse 

 Diary 

 Instructions- How to welcome a newcomer/ refugee 

 

SCIENCE 
Y3 Animals including humans 
Y5 Earth and Space 
Y4 Animals including humans 

RE/RSHE 
 Y3 - What difference does being a Muslim/Christian make to daily life? (Consider 

movement and changes in religions, pilgrimage, worship within a religion but in 
different parts of the world) 

 Y4 – Why is there so much diversity within a religion? (Christianity/Islam) 

 Y5 – How has belief in Islam/Christianity impacted on music and art throughout 
history? (Islam/Christianity) 

 Y6 – Salvation – how is Easter celebrated in different parts of the world? Why do ALL 
Christians celebrate Easter? 
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MUSIC 
Exploring music from different faiths and cultures. 

 

Thinking about music as an expression of what we believe and what is important to us. 

 

Listen to a whole range of music throughout the term, from Mozart to choral church music to 

modern pop.  Children to talk about the music, express preferences and think about how the 

music makes them think and feel.   

HISTORY 
19th Century American History 
A study of how the migration of people has changed the culture of a place and impacted the 
physical and human geography.   

GEOGRAPHY 
Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical 
geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region 
within North or South America 

ART/DT 
Artists / Artworks 

Art from Native American Culture (patterns and symbols, weaving, totem poles, jewelry) 

Techniques 

Patterns  

Symbols 

Textiles  

Themes 

You could explore; 

The purpose for which the art was created; 

Recurring themes; 

Patterns and colours; 

Symbolism; 
Art as a representation of what a culture believes. 

COMPUTING 
Code.org 

https://code.org/educate/curriculum/elementary-school 

 

Online safety 

PE 
Orienteering 
Archery  

 

Notes and Ideas: 
 
 

https://code.org/educate/curriculum/elementary-school

