
ENGLISH reading Er  

PROGRESSION OF SKILLS 

 

Curiosity 
(Investigation and enquiry) 

Thoughtful 
(Questioning and reflection) 

Empathetic 
(Understanding others and different perspectives) 

KS1 LKS2 UKS2 KS1 LKS2 UKS2 KS1 LKS2 UKS2 
I ask about new 
words and what 
they mean 
 
I can use clues 
from the title of 
the story and 
the pictures to 
help me with 
my reading.   
 
I can retrieve 
key information 
about the text  
 
I ask and answer 
who, what, 
where, when 
and how 
questions about 
my reading. 
 

I can find out 
what new words 
mean and 
explain this. 
 
I can look up 
words I don’t 
know or 
understand in a 
dictionary 
 
I can suggest 
alternatives for 
a given word. 
 
I can scan a text 
to find and 
collect 
information 
efficiently. 
 
I can find and 
copy examples 
 

I can suggest 
reasons for 
using certain 
words based on 
their meanings.   
 
I know a range 
of alternatives 
for words and 
phrases. 
 
I use my 
vocabulary 
knowledge to 
help me scan for 
information and 
to extract key 
points.  
 
 
 
 

I use phonics to 
decode new 
words 
 
I organise, 
group and 
connect new 
vocabulary. 
 
I can use what I 
know about 
story structures 
to help me 
make 
predictions. 
 
I can order the 
events in a 
story. 
 
I make 
connections 
between events 
in a story.  
(cause and 
effect) 
 
 

I can use my 
knowledge of 
genre, setting 
and character to 
suggest possible 
direction the 
story may take. 
 
I can sequence 
and organise 
events or ideas 
from a text 
logically.  I use 
what I know 
about text 
structures to 
check the order 
makes sense.   
 
I can identify 
and convey the 
key details and 
ideas from a 
text verbally. 
 
 
 

I can make links 
between 
different texts, 
genres and 
authors. 
 
I can sequence 
my ideas and 
express them 
verbally and in 
writing.   
 
I can rephrase 
and explain 
what I have read 
into my own 
words. 
 
 
 
 
 

I can make a 
picture in my 
head from the 
words I am 
reading 
 
I can 
understand how 
a character is 
feeling. 
 
I can make 
connections 
between events 
/ characters in 
the story and 
myself. 
 
 

I can use 
information and 
descriptions in 
the text to form 
an idea of what 
the author 
means.  
 
I can recognise 
different 
emotions in 
characters and 
use my personal 
experiences to 
predict their 
actions.   
 
 

I understand 
that the 
perspective of 
the character 
can affect their 
actions and 
ideas. 
 
I use my 
understanding 
of fact and 
opinion when 
forming ideas 
about a text. 
 
I understand 
that texts may 
reflect the bias, 
opinion and 
perspective of 
the author. 



ENGLISH reading Er  

PROGRESSION OF SKILLS 

 

Courageous  
(Forming opinions using evidence) 

Aspirational  
(How ideas can influence the future) 

KS1 LKS2 UKS2 KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

I use the new words I 
have learned in my 
reading when I talk and in 
my writing 
 
I can say what I think 
about the story. 
 
I can use what I already 
know about this author 
and the story to support 
my ideas and opinions.  
 
I can use “because” in my 
sentences to explain what 
I think. 
 

I can learn and apply 
topic specific vocabulary 
 
I understand that there 
could be more than one 
interpretation of a text. 
 
I can explain my ideas and 
listen to those of my 
peers. 
 
I can express personal 
ideas and explain my 
thinking; 
“I think …. Because….” 
This means 
The effect of this is 
This is linked to  
 
I use examples (words 
and phrases) from the 
text to back up my 
opinion.   

I use and apply topic 
specific vocabulary in a 
range of contexts. 
 
I use words I have learnt 
through my reading to 
improve my writing and 
explain myself more 
clearly. 
 
I can express my ideas 
about my reading clearly 
in writing.  I can make a 
case or argue a point, 
giving examples for what I 
think. 
 
I use evidence from the 
text to support my ideas 
and opinions, including 
the actions and feelings 
of characters, events, 
descriptions and 
vocabulary.   

I can answer “Why” 
questions about what I 
have read 
 
 
I can link my ideas and 
opinions to my 
experiences and things I 
like. 
 
 

I use my personal 
experiences and 
understanding about the 
wider world to form 
opinions about what I 
have read.  
 
I can use what I have read 
to widen my knowledge 
and apply what I have 
learnt.   
 

I can suggest different 
ways readers might 
interpret what is being 
said or done. 
 
I use my wider reading to 
look for patterns, make 
generalisations and 
support my ideas and 
opinions. 
 
I can evaluate the 
reliability of the 
information I read, 
considering the source of 
the information. 
 
 I can use what I have 
read as research, backing 
up my ideas with 
evidence from different 
texts I have read.   


