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Curiosity 
(Investigation and enquiry) 

Thoughtful 
(Questioning and reflection) 

Empathetic 
(Understanding others and different perspectives) 

KS1 LKS2 UKS2 KS1 LKS2 UKS2 KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

I can 
experiment with 

musical 
instruments. 

 

I can use my 
voice to join in 

with songs. 

 

I can use 
musical 

instruments for 
a range of 
purposes. 

 

I can use my 
voice 

expressively. 

 

I can investigate 
historically 

significant music 
and composers. 

I can play 
instruments to 

create music for 
a purpose. 

 

I can use my 
voice with 
increasing 

control and 
confidence. 

 

I am developing 
an 

understanding 
of the history of 

music, great 
composers and 

musicians. 

I can ask 
questions after 

listening to a 
piece of music. 

 

I can say how a 
piece of music 

might make the 
audience feel. 

 

I explore 
different ways 
to write down 

my musical 
ideas. 

I can ask 
questions using 

musical 
vocabulary. 

 

I can reflect on 
how music 

creates 
atmosphere. 

 

I am beginning 
to read simple 

notation. 

I can ask 
questions about 
musical intent. 

 

I can evaluate 
whether music 

suits its 
purpose. 

 

I can read 
simple notation 
and use it to 
perform. 

I can talk about 
music from 

other cultures 
and times in 

history. 

I can use my 
knowledge to 

appreciate 
music from a 

range of places, 
cultures and 

times. 

I can use my 
knowledge of 

music from 
around the 

world to 
compose music. 
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Vocabulary by end of KS2 

Compose, genres, style, tradition, vocal, unison, ensemble, instrument, tuned, untuned, pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, 
texture, structure, staff, notation, conductor, composer 

 

 

Courageous  
(Forming opinions using evidence) 

Aspirational  
(How ideas can influence the future) 

KS1 LKS2 UKS2 KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

I can listen to music and 
say whether I like it or not 

and how it makes me 
feel. 

 

 

I can form an opinion 
about a piece of music 

and explain my answers 
using evidence from the 

music.  

 

 

I can engage critically 
with a range of music, 

listening with 
discrimination and 

explaining my ideas and 
reasons. 

 

 

 

 

I can put sounds together 
to create my own music 

 

I can perform to an 
audience. 

I can create simple 
compositions which have 
a planned effect on the 

listener. 

 

I can perform both 
individually and as part of 

a group. 

 

I can compose and 
perform music for a 

purpose across different 
contexts. (film 

soundtrack, song with a 
meaning)  

 

I can perform across a 
range of traditions and 

styles. 


