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Newsletter 26th Feb 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Dear parents, 

 

In this Newsletter: 

 Reopening on March 8th 

 Back to school plans 

 The hope garden 

 World book day 

 Parent Teacher meetings 

 Clubs 

 Residential visits update 

 Poetry Festival 

 

Re-opening on March 8th 

On Monday the Prime Minister confirmed that school will reopen for all 

children on Monday 8th March.  We are delighted and really looking forward 

to having everyone back 

 

There have been very few changes to the risk assessment put in place last 

term.  The children will continue to be in class bubbles, with careful hygiene 

protocols in place to ensure that everyone is regularly washing their hands 

and that surfaces and touch points are kept clean.  Staff will continue to 

wear face coverings where it is difficult to maintain social distancing between 

adults, but there is no requirement for adults or children in primary schools 

to wear face coverings in the classroom.  We do ask that parents continue to 

wear a face covering at drop off and pick up times.  

 

The staggered start and finish times for the beginning and end of the day will 

also continue as last term. 

 

I have attached a poster to this newsletter outlining how the school is 

meeting the guidance to minimise transmission of COVID 19 in school.  The 

full risk assessment will be updated next week, once we receive the relevant 

documentation from the local education authority, and published on the 

website as usual. 

 

The number of cases of COVID 19 continue to fall both locally and nationally 

and the vaccine program is continuing at pace!  It is genuinely beginning to 

feel like we have turned a corner and we are all enjoying thinking about all 

 
Diary 

 
Assembly at 2.30pm 
 
Mon : Eagles 
Tues : Kingfishers 
Wed : Owls 
Thurs : Swallows 
Fri : Robins 
 
Thursday 4th March – World 
book day. 
 
Monday 8th March – all 
children return to school 
 
W/B 22nd March – Parent 
Teacher meetings  
 
Friday 26th March – last day 
of term. 
 
Please note that school will 
be closed to all children for 
the half term holidays. 
 
 
We politely remind parents 
to inform us of any changes 
in your contact details 
 
Contact Details: 
Alpington CE VA Primary 
School, Wheel Road, 
Alpington, Norwich NR14 7NH 
Tel. 01508 492700 
www.alpington.norfolk.sch.uk 
office@alpington.norfolk.sch.uk 
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the things we are going to do when the world goes back to something like normal!  However, a word of 

caution.  The majority of school staff have not yet been vaccinated and we have no indication from the 

government that they are likely to be prioritised any time soon.  Please can you keep this in mind and 

remember that in order for us to get back on track, just now we need to follow the rules and stick to the 

guidance to protect our school staff and our community. Thank you for your support and understanding.   

 

Back to school planning 

We have lots of lovely things planned for the remainder of this term and are already making plans for the 

next!  We want the return to school to be as seamless and smooth as possible.  For the children, it should 

feel very normal as we will be operating in the same way as we did successfully last term.  If you, or your 

child, have any anxieties about the return to school, please let me or your class teacher know and we will do 

our best to put your mind a rest.  We are aware that lockdown has affected different families and children in 

different ways and we want to make provision for both children’s wellbeing and mental health and for their 

progress and attainment.  The topics taught this term in both KS1 and KS2 have really engaged the children 

and got them enthused and thinking about their learning.  These topics will continue as the children return to 

school.  The teachers will also be doing some assessments with children to see where they are at with their 

learning.  This will allow us to plan as a whole class, group and individual level to ensure that we fill any gaps 

in learning and know how to take the children forward. 

 

The Hope Garden 

In the first week back we will work together as a school to create a “Hope Garden” in the school grounds.  

Alongside this there will be time and activities aimed at giving children the opportunity to explore their 

feelings, understand what has happened and be hopeful and excited about the future.  We would love some 

help with this project! 

 

We need; 

 Oil cloth – the kind you have to make wipe clean table cloths – any patterns or colours 

 Water based emulsion paint in bright colours – no gloss paint please 

 

Please contact Mrs Reeman in the office if you can help with any of the above.  

 

Thank you! 

 

 

Thursday 4th March – World book day 

We have lots of fun things planned for book week and world book day next week!   

 

During the day, lots of adults in school will be reading their favourite stories and 

we would love you to join us.  These will be available via Teams and you will be 

able to choose which stories you would like to join.  More details will follow next week! 

 

You are invited to turn a part of your house, bedroom or a shoe box into a scene from 

your favourite book.  You could create Cinderella’s cellar, the Gryffindor common room 

or dig a hole in the garden like the characters from “Holes”.  We would love to see 

your photographs and videos – please add to Tapestry or send to your class email.  Instructions for sharing 

videos are below.   

https://web.microsoftstream.com/video/96e32e33-16ce-4bfe-8c87-58a3881011bd 

https://web.microsoftstream.com/video/35a6fcca-b02e-4795-8db7-5ea8c7a9099c 

https://web.microsoftstream.com/video/96e32e33-16ce-4bfe-8c87-58a3881011bd
https://web.microsoftstream.com/video/35a6fcca-b02e-4795-8db7-5ea8c7a9099c


Page 3 of 3 

 

We have also signed up for a whole range of online events during the week.  These are free and we would 

love as many children as possible to take part. Please see the attached flyer with details of the events 

available.  Children in school will be joining them too, via the classroom.    

 

We have decided to postpone dressing up until the following week when everyone can join in.  You are 

therefore invited to dress up as your favourite book character on Thursday 11th March.  There is no 

need to buy a costume – have fun with whatever you have at home.  We can’t wait to see all your characters.   

 

Parent Teacher meetings 

Now we have a confirmed date for the children returning to school we are making plans for parent teacher 

meetings.  In order to give teachers a chance to catch up properly with the children and assess where they 

are with their learning, these meetings will now take place in the week beginning the 22nd March.  As we did 

last term, meetings will be via Teams.  A form to complete to request an appointment will follow soon.  If you 

have any concerns about your child returning to school, please contact Mrs Welch on 

head@alpington.norfolk.sch.uk, or your class teacher on the class e-mail address. 

 

Clubs 
We are aiming to restart all after school clubs straight after the Easter holidays – week beginning the 12th 
April.  We are hoping there will be gym club, MPA dance, art club. Multi skills sports, reception and year 1 
football and yoga club!  We are finalizing the details and a timetable and booking information will follow as 
soon as we can. 
 
Residential 
One or two parents have been asking about residential visits this summer.  As it stands, the government 
guidance clearly states that no residential visits are allowed.  It is possible that this will change over the 
coming months, however it seems unlikely that this will happen in time for us to arrange a residential visit in 
the usual way.  We are also a bit sad, as How Hill and Brancaster Activity Center have both permanently 
closed to school residential visits as a result of the pandemic.  Should it be possible, we will plan to arrange 
something locally which would enable children in year 5 and 6 to stay overnight, probably camping or in 
school, but we are not in a position to make any promises just at the moment.  We will keep you posted as 
the situation develops.   
 
Poetry Festival 
Thank you so much to everyone who took part in our whole school poems.  You can watch them by clicking 
here. 

https://web.microsoftstream.com/video/ad0cf4ba-c84c-4f56-b258-834bb1d43cbe 

https://web.microsoftstream.com/video/245e235a-b13d-4e70-9804-153cb6d2f388 

https://web.microsoftstream.com/video/1ebeb11d-72d6-458a-abe9-487746460ecb 

There are lots of lovely poems on the “poetry in motion” pages of the website.  Please have a browse. 

https://alpington.norfolk.sch.uk/poetry-in-motion/ 

Best Wishes 

Rosie Welch and the Alpington Team 
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