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PROGRESSION OF SKILLS 

Year 2 
Grammar 

 
Word Classes 

 
Punctuation 

Sentence Construction 
 

Text 
 

Terminology 

Use expanded noun phrases 
which modify the noun to 
describe and specify 
  

Accurate use of full stops and 
capital letters. 

Use sentences in different 
words – statement, command, 
question and exclamation  

Consolidation of correct and 
consistent use of present and 
past tense throughout writing 

Consolidate: 
Letter 
Capital letter 
Word 
Sentence 
Full stop 
Question mark 
Exclamation mark 
consonant 
Vowel 
Lower case 
Singular  
Plural 
Noun 
Verb 
Adjective 
Alphabet 
Apostrophe 
Contraction 
Conjunction 
Past tense 
Present tense 
 
Teach: 
Noun phrase 
Common / proper noun 
Statement 
Question 

Begin to identify adverbial 
phrases which make verbs 
more specific (the bus left five 
minutes ago. Bob complained 
constantly. 

Use of ? and ! Use adjectives, expanded noun 
phrases and adverbs to add 
detail to sentences (the huge 
majestic castle in the forest 
hadn’t been lived in for 
months.) 

Begin to identify and use 
different features and  layouts 
for fiction and non-fiction 

Know and use the terms 
‘common’ and ‘proper’ nouns 

Commas to separate words in a 
list 

Use past and present tense 
correctly 

 

Know and use the term verb. Use apostrophe for omission 
and possession 

Use irregular past and present 
tense (go/went) 

 

Identify a verb in a sentence Experiment with speech 
punctuation 

Use past and present 
progressive correctly 

 

Investigate the effect of adding 
–ly to an adjective 

 Secure use of and, but, so, or  

Investigate the effect of adding      
-ness to an adjective 

 More complex use of because, 
if, that, while, when. 

 

Investigate the effect of adding 
–er and –est  

 Begin to spot use of ‘who’ and 
‘which’ 
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Investigate the effect of adding 
–ful and less 

 Begin to introduce wider 
variety of sentence  openers 

 Exclamation 
Command 
Compound word 
Speech marks  
Inverted commas 
Adverb 
Heading 
Subheading 
 

Prefix un-  
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PROGRESSION OF SKILLS 

Year 2 
Spelling 

Phonics and Spelling Rules Common Exception Words Prefixes and Suffixes Spelling Conventions 

ge, dge, g, j To spell most Y1 and Y2 common exception 
words correctly. 

+ing  
+ed 
+s 
+es 
 

To spell more words with contracted forms, 
e.g. can’t, didn’t, hasn’t, couldn’t, it’s, I’ll. 
 

kn , gn  To add suffixes to spell most words correctly in 
their writing, e.g. –ment, 
–ness, –ful, –less, –ly. 

To learn the possessive singular apostrophe 
(e.g. the girl’s book). 
 

wr   To write, from memory, simple sentences 
dictated by the teacher that include words 
using the GPCs, common exception words 
and punctuation taught so far. 

le, el, al, il   To segment spoken words into phonemes 
and to then represent all of the phonemes 
using graphemes in the right order for both 
for single- syllable and multi-syllabic words. 

y = igh   To self-correct misspellings of words that 
pupils have been taught to spell (this may 
require support to 
recognise misspellings). 

Exchange the y for an i before adding 
suffixes 

   

al = or (ball)    

o = u (brother)    
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a = o (squash)    

a = o (squash)  
  

or = er (word)  
  

ar = or (warm)  
  

s = zh (television)  
  


