
ENGLISH Spelling and Grammar S&G  

PROGRESSION OF SKILLS 

Year 3 
Grammar 

 
Word Classes 

 
Punctuation 

Sentence Construction 
 

Text 
 

Terminology 

Recognise and use adverbs and 
adverbials of time and manner 

Inverted commas accurately to 
indicate speech 

Continue to choose a wider 
range of subordinating 
conjunctions 

Use the term paragraphs when 
grouping related material. 

Consolidate: 
consonant 
Vowel 
Lower case 
Singular  
Plural 
Noun 
Verb 
Adjective 
Apostrophe 
Contraction 
Conjunction 
Past tense 
Present tense 
Noun phrase 
Common / proper noun 
Statement 
Question 
Exclamation 
Command 
Compound word 
Inverted commas 
Adverb 
Heading 
Subheading 
Prefix 
suffix 
 
Teach: 

Use the correct determiner 
a/an 

Begin to punctuate correctly 
inside inverted commas 

use and manipulate a greater 
variety of adverbials to open a 
sentence 

Heading and subheadings to aid 
presentation  

Know and use the term 
pronoun 

Use commas following fronted 
adverbials 

Use complex sentences to 
express time, place and cause 
(eg Long ago, in a dark prison, a 
prince was lay captive because 
he…..) 

 

know and use the term 
collective noun, common noun, 
proper noun 

Apostrophes for contraction 
and possession 

Consolidate using a relative 
clause to add detail (who, 
which, that, whose) 

 

Identify word families based 
upon common words (eg solve, 
solution, dissolve…) 

Introduce ellipses use the perfect present form.  

Formation of nouns using the 
prefixes super-, anti-, auto- 

   

Grammatical difference 
between plural and possessive 
s 
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Preposition 
Word family 
Main clause 
Subordinate clause 
Adverbial  
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PROGRESSION OF SKILLS 

Year 3 
Spelling 

Phonics and Spelling Rules Common Exception Words Prefixes and Suffixes Spelling Conventions 

 ‘ei’, ‘eigh’, or ‘ey’ (e.g. vein, weigh, eight, 
neighbour, they, obey). 
 

To spell many of the Y3 and Y4 statutory 

spelling words correctly. 
To spell most words with the prefixes dis-, 
mis-, 
bi-, re- and de- correctly (e.g. disobey, 
mistreat, bicycle, reapply, defuse). 
 

To spell some more complex homophones and 
near-homophones, including here/hear, 
brake/break and mail/ male. 
 

 ‘y’ in a position other than at the end of words 
(e.g. mystery, gym). 
 

 To spell most words with the suffix -ly with 
no change to the root word; root words that 
end 
in ‘le’,‘al’ or ‘ic’ and the exceptions to the 
rules 

To use the first two or three letters of a word to 
check its spelling in a dictionary. 

 ‘ch’ (e.g. scheme, chorus, chemist, echo, 
character). 
 

 To spell words with added suffixes 
beginning with a vowel (-er/-ed/- ing) to 
words with 
more than one syllable (unstressed last 
syllable, 
e.g. limiting offering). 
 

 

 ‘gue’ and ‘que’ (e.g. league, tongue, antique, 
unique). 
 

 To spell words with added suffixes 
beginning with a vowel (-er/-ed/- en/-ing) to 
words with more than one syllable (stressed 
last syllable, 
e.g. forgotten beginning 

 

 ‘ch’ (e.g. chef, chalet, machine, brochure). 
 

   

 ‘ou’ (e.g. young, touch, double, trouble, 
country). 
 

   

 ‘sure’ (e.g. measure, treasure, pleasure, 
enclosure). 
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‘ture’ (e.g. creature, furniture, picture, nature, 
adventure). 

   


