S&G

ENGLISH Spelling and Grammar
PROGRESSION OF SKILLS

Year 4
Grammar
Word Classes
Explore how some suffixes
change word classes while
others do not (eg walk, walking,
walked = verbs, but walker =
noun)
Use the term homophone and
identify homophones

Use the term ‘abstract noun’

Identify and use the words that
fit into all four noun categories
(common noun, collective
noun, proper noun, abstract
noun)
Use the term synonym and
antonym correctly
Explore how some suffixes
change word classes while
others do not (eg walk, walking,
walked = verbs, but walker =
noun)

Punctuation

Sentence Construction

Text

Use inverted commas
accurately, including
punctuation inside inverted
commas

Use subordinate clauses to
create complex sentences

Precise use of paragraphs to
organise

Use commas following fronted
adverbials (use the term phrase
to describe these as there is no
verb)
use commas to separate
subordinating clause from a
main clause regardless of
order.
use apostrophes to mark
singular and plural possession

Use noun phrases, including
those containing a preposition.

Appropriate and conscious
choice of noun or pronoun
across sentences.

Use inverted commas
accurately, including
punctuation inside inverted
commas

Use subordinate clauses to
create complex sentences

Use both direct and reported
speech.

Secure use of a variety of
fronted adverbials.

Precise use of paragraphs to
organise

Terminology
Consolidate:
consonant
Vowel
Lower case
Singular
Plural
Noun
Verb
Adjective
Apostrophe
Contraction
Conjunction
Past tense
Present tense
Noun phrase
Common / proper noun
Statement
Question
Exclamation
Command
Compound word
Inverted commas
Adverb
Heading
Subheading
Prefix
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Use the term homophone and
identify homophones

Use the term ‘abstract noun’

Identify and use the words that
fit into all four noun categories
(common noun, collective
noun, proper noun, abstract
noun)

Use commas following fronted
adverbials (use the term phrase
to describe these as there is no
verb)
use commas to separate
subordinating clause from a
main clause regardless of
order.
use apostrophes to mark
singular and plural possession

Use noun phrases, including
those containing a preposition.

Use both direct and reported
speech.

Secure use of a variety of
fronted adverbials.

Appropriate and conscious
choice of noun or pronoun
across sentences.

Suffix
Preposition
Word family
Main clause
Subordinate clause
Adverbial
Teach:
Determiner
Possessive pronoun
Homophone
Reported speech
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Year 4
Spelling
Phonics and Spelling Rules
endings spelt with ‘sion’ (if the root word
ends in ‘se’, ‘de’ or ‘d’, e.g. division, invasion,
confusion, decision, collision, television).

Common Exception Words
To spell all of the Y3 and Y4 statutory spelling
words correctly.

Prefixes and Suffixes

Spelling Conventions

To correctly spell most words with the prefixes
in-, il-, im-, ir-, sub-, super-, anti-, auto-, inter-,
ex- and
non- (e.g. incorrect, illegal, impossible,
irrelevant, substandard, superhero, autograph,
antisocial, intercity, exchange, nonsense).

To spell words that use the possessive
apostrophe with plural
words, including irregular plurals (e.g. girls’,
boys’, babies’, children’s, men’s, mice’s).

words with a / shuhn/ sound spelt with ‘ssion’ (if
the root word ends in ‘ss’ or ‘mit’, e.g.
expression, discussion, confession, permission,
admission).

To form nouns with the suffix -ation (e.g.
information, adoration, sensation, preparation,
admiration).

To use their spelling knowledge to use a
dictionary more efficiently.

words with a / shuhn/ sound spelt with ‘tion’ (if
the root word ends in ‘te’ or ‘t’ or has no definite
root, e.g.
invention, injection, action, hesitation,
completion).

To spell words with the suffix -ous with no
change to root words, no definitive root word,
words ending in ‘y’, ‘our’ or ‘e’ and the
exceptions to the rule (e.g. joyous, fabulous,
mysterious,
rigorous, famous, advantageous).

To spell words with a / shuhn/ sound spelt with
‘cian’ (if the root word ends in ‘c’ or ‘cs’,
musician, electrician, magician, politician,
mathematician).

words with the
/s/ sound spelt with ‘sc’ (e.g. sound spelt with ‘sc’
eg.. science, scene, discipline, fascinate,
crescent).
endings spelt with ‘sion’ (if the root word
ends in ‘se’, ‘de’ or ‘d’, e.g. division, invasion,
confusion, decision, collision, television).

To spell all of the Y3 and Y4 statutory spelling
words correctly.

To correctly spell most words with the prefixes
in-, il-, im-, ir-, sub-, super-, anti-, auto-, inter-,
ex- and
non- (e.g. incorrect, illegal, impossible,
irrelevant, substandard, superhero, autograph,
antisocial, intercity, exchange, nonsense).

To spell words that use the possessive
apostrophe with plural
words, including irregular plurals (e.g. girls’,
boys’, babies’, children’s, men’s, mice’s).
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words with a / shuhn/ sound spelt with ‘ssion’ (if
the root word ends in ‘ss’ or ‘mit’, e.g.
expression, discussion, confession, permission,
admission).

To form nouns with the suffix -ation (e.g.
information, adoration, sensation, preparation,
admiration).

words with a / shuhn/ sound spelt with ‘tion’ (if
the root word ends in ‘te’ or ‘t’ or has no definite
root, e.g.
invention, injection, action, hesitation,
completion).

To spell words with the suffix -ous with no
change to root words, no definitive root word,
words ending in ‘y’, ‘our’ or ‘e’ and the
exceptions to the rule (e.g. joyous, fabulous,
mysterious,
rigorous, famous, advantageous).

To spell words with a / shuhn/ sound spelt with
‘cian’ (if the root word ends in ‘c’ or ‘cs’,
musician, electrician, magician, politician,
mathematician).

words with the
/s/ sound spelt with ‘sc’ (e.g. sound spelt with ‘sc’
eg.. science, scene, discipline, fascinate,
crescent).

To use their spelling knowledge to use a
dictionary more efficiently.

