
ART A  

Content across topics 

Cycle A 

Heroes The Final Frontier Invaders and Settlers 
Artists / artworks 
Roy Lichenstein  
(comic book artist) 
 
Techniques 
Pen and ink 
Stylised images 
 
Themes 
Super hero art and comic books. 
 
Look at paintings, pictures and portraits of our heroes.  
How do they portray themselves?  What does it tell us 
about them? 
 
 

Artists / artwork 
The Earth from Space 
Photographs taken by space telescopes or on space 
missions, 
Photographs of the night sky. 
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/Hello-this-planet-Earth-
International/dp/1780897154/ref=sr_1_2?keywords=
hello+is+this+earth&qid=1585667067&sr=8-2 (Tim 
Peake’s photographs from the International Space 
Station. Also Hubble photos 
https://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/hubble/multim
edia/index.html 
 
Techniques 
Using light and colour and music to create installation 
artworks. 
 
Themes 
Explore ideas size and space and time.  It’s hard to 
understand the scale of space.  How can we represent 
this in art? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Artists / artworks 
The Bayeux tapestry. 
Guernica by Picasso 
WW1 /  2 propaganda posters. 
 
Sutton Hoo Treasure. 
 
Techniques 
Textiles – weaving, sewing and collage 
 
Themes 
Art as propaganda.  Does art always tell the truth?  
How do we know? 
Compare Guernica and Picasso’s dove of peace – 2 
works by the same artist with very different 
messages? 
 
Creating our own treasure – making jewellery, 
clothes, helmets and shields.   
What do they tell us about the people who made 
them? 

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/Hello-this-planet-Earth-International/dp/1780897154/ref=sr_1_2?keywords=hello+is+this+earth&qid=1585667067&sr=8-2
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/Hello-this-planet-Earth-International/dp/1780897154/ref=sr_1_2?keywords=hello+is+this+earth&qid=1585667067&sr=8-2
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/Hello-this-planet-Earth-International/dp/1780897154/ref=sr_1_2?keywords=hello+is+this+earth&qid=1585667067&sr=8-2
https://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/hubble/multimedia/index.html
https://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/hubble/multimedia/index.html
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Fantastic Creatures Survivors Explorers 
Artists / artworks 
https://www.complex.com/style/2013/02/the-25-
most-iconic-artworks-of-animals/ 
Also aborigini representations of animals, and animals 
in African art. 
 
Techniques 
Drawing – line and form.  Capturing movement in 
their art 
 
Themes 
How are animals represented in art?  How does this 
change through time and across cultures? 

Children use what they have learnt to create their 
own animal work of art in their chosen style.   

Artists / artworks 
Cave art – lots of examples around. 
Lascaux 
 
Banksy 
 
 
 
Techniques 
Simple representations of people and animals. 
Finger painting 
 
Charcoal 
 
Mark making using spray or printing. 
 
Themes 
Look at works by Banksy and the Cave paintings from 
the stone age.  How are they similar?  What are they 
trying to tell us? 

 

Artists / artworks 
Frank Hurley (photographer on Shackleton’s 
expedition) 
Henri Cartier Bressant (documentary photographer) 
 
Techniques 
Photography.  Composing a picture.  Editing (link to 
computing) 
 
Themes 

A picture tells a thousand words.  How can pictures 
tell a story? 

https://www.complex.com/style/2013/02/the-25-most-iconic-artworks-of-animals/
https://www.complex.com/style/2013/02/the-25-most-iconic-artworks-of-animals/
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Cycle B 

Strangers Here and There Ideas which changed the world 
Artists / artworks 
Holbein 
 
Techniques 
Drawing the human face, getting features in 
proportion. 
 
Range of media for portraits including photography, 
charcoal, drawing. Water colour and oils. 
 
Themes 

Explore the portraits of Tudor Kings and Queens.  
What were they saying about themselves?  Can we 
trust the portraits?  Explore the symbolism in the 

paintings.  How do you want to be seen?  Create your 
own portrait. 

Artists / Artworks 
Art from different faiths – Hindu, Islam, Christianity, 
Buddhism etc.   
 
 
 
Techniques 
Patterns  
Symbols 
Textiles  
 
Themes 
You could explore; 
The purpose for which the art was created; 
Recurring themes; 
Patterns and colours; 
Similarities and differences; 
Art in places of worship; 
Places of worship as works of art! 

 

Art / Artworks 
Leonardo Da Vinci and his amazing inventions 
 
Impressionist artists. 
Van Gough / Degas / Monet 
 
Modern Artists 
Andy Warhol 
Jackson Pollack 
Picasso 
Henry More 
Barbra Hepworth 
 
Techniques  
Technical drawing 
 
Pointillism. 
 
Impressionist techniques. 
 

Abstract sculpture 

 

Themes 
How did a few artists change art forever? 
 

What is art?   
 

How do shapes, colours and designs make us feel?  
How do they communicate an idea? 
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Archaeology Africa Myths and Ledgends 
Artists / Artworks 
Ancient art from different cultures – sculpture, 
carvings, jewellary, pottery etc. 
Roman, Greek, Myah, Incca, Egyptain etc. 
 
Techniques 
Clay 
Printing to create simple patterns. 
Mixed media 
 
Themes 
Compare artwork from different places and times.  
Talk about what it tells us about the people, how they 
lived and what they thought and felt. 
What will our art work say about us in 2000 years? 

 

Artists / Artworks 
Landscape art by a range of different arttists.  UK 
Turner and Constable, Also Van Gough or Monet, or 
“The Wave” by Hokusai. 
 
Techniques 
Thinking about perspective and vanishing point. 
 
Themes 
Why do artists choose to paint particular places over 
and over again.  Where is the best place in the world 
for you?  Can you paint it?  What style will you 
choose? 

Art / Artworks 
Goya / Rembrandt / Reubens 
All painted large scale pictures of ancient Greek and 
Roman Myths. 
 
Techniques 
Creating art on a big scale. 
Use of light when drawing and painting. 
 
Themes 
Story telling through a picture.  What to include and 
what to leave out! 
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Vocabulary by end of KS2 

drawing, painting, sculpture, craft, design, technique, evaluate, artist, sculptor, craft maker, architect, materials, media, texture, 
pattern, colour, line, shape, form, space, disciplines, observation, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay, vanishing point 

 


