
Music M  

Content across topics 

Cycle A 

Heroes The Final Frontier Invaders and Settlers 
Songs about people from popular culture. 
Who are songs written about?  Why?  What kinds of 
lives inspire the song writers?  Do you agree with their 
choices? 
 
Who is your hero?  Can you create music to describe 
them?  This could be adapted to create music to 
describe a hero explored as a class. 
 
Record a simple tune using musical notation.  
 
Super Hero theme music – how does the music used 
in sound tracks build atmosphere or describe a 
character.  
 
Create a theme or simple tune to describe own Super 
Hero character.   

 Listen to Holst’s planet suit.   
 
Use as an inspiration for dance, drama and art. 
 
Create own music for a planet using tuned and 
untuned instruments and record. Can you match the 
music to the planet? 
 
Create simple “tunes” for each planet and record 
using notation.   

Music associated with war – marches / war chants / 
commemorative war music. 
 
Marching band music 
The Hakkah 
The 1812 overture. 
 
Discuss the purpose of each kind of music.  Compare 
and contrast them, explore other examples. 
 
Music and songs linked to WW2.   

Fantastic Creatures Survivors Explorers 
Explore music about animals. 
 
The carnival of the animals. 
 
Peter and the Wolf. 
 
The flight of the bumblebee 
 
The lark ascending. 
 
Compare the music of different composers.  
 

Sounds of the stone age. 
 
Use natural objects only to create a Stone Age sound 
scape.  Consider the different sounds and rhythms, 
how they can be combined and how they might 
change over a day and across the seasons. 
 
Record the soundscapes, talk about and evaluate.   
 

Music to describe places 

FIngal’s cave by Felix Mendelssohn 
 
Songs – California Dreaming by the Mommas and the 
Pappas. 
New York State of Mind by Billy Joel. 
Streets of London – Ralph McTell  
There are lots of these – can be chosen to match 
other areas of the topic. 
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Talk about how the animals movements and 
characteristics can be represented in sound.  How 
does this change for fierce or feared animals 
compared with gentle or much loved ones – eg a 
crocodile vs a panda. 
 
Children to create music for their own creatures.    

Talk about how music can describe what a place is 
like.  Explore how the addition of lyrics changes this.  
How do the music and the lyrics work together to 
express what a place is like? 
 
Use tuned / untuned instruments to create music for 
a particular place.  Add poetry or try a hand at song 
writing. 
 
Explore  informal ways of writing down music so that 
others can play it. 
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Cycle B 

Strangers Here and There Ideas which changed the world 
Tudor music and Dance. 
 
Listen to examples of Tudor music.   
How has music changed?  What did the Tudors use 
music for?  What is the equivalent today? 
 
Explore the rhythm of Tudor music using clapping and 
percussion. 
 
Play simple Tudor tunes (eg Greensleeves) using 
tuned instruments.  
 
Consider music as a historical source.  What can we 
learn about the Tudors, their beliefs and customs 
from the music that they wrote and listened to?  
 

Exploring music from different faiths and cultures. 
 
Thinking about music as an expression of what we 
believe and what is important to us. 
 
Listen to a whole range of music throughout the term, 
from Mozart to choral church music to modern pop.  
Children to talk about the music, express preferences 
and think about how the music makes them think and 
feel.   

Look at how modern music inventions have changed 
music over the last 100 years.   
 
Recorded music – Gramaphone – CD  - streaming. 
 
Electric music and instruments. 
 
Synthesized sounds, rhythms and drums. 
 
Use keyboards etc to create own electronic music.  
Support from CC and IC to do some song writing.   
 

Archaeology Africa Myths and Ledgends 
Explore music over time.  Take one instrument and 
explore how it has changed eg strings or woodwind.   
 
Music has been discovered from Ancient Greece and 
Egypt.  Listen to and explore.  How do we know what 
it sounded like?  What archaeological research has 
been carried out to make it possible for us to listen to 
it today? 
 
Look at music from modern tribes – Aboriginal music, 
Native American Music and music from the Amazon 
region.  What can we learn about what music was like 
thousands of years ago. 

Exploring musical traditions and tuned / untuned 
instruments from different cultures around the world. 
 
Make simple tuned and untuned instruments from 
around the world. 
 
Link to the science of sound – how is sound made?  
How can we change the pitch and volume of a sound? 
What kinds of sounds create different moods and 
atmospheres.   

Music to tell a story.   
 
Can we tell a story just using music?  Listen to Peter 
and the Wolf. 
 
Explore music themes from films. 
 
Compose own music and sound tracks for animated 
film project in ICT.   
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Why do you think music is so important for societies 
throughout human history?  


