
 

TOPIC PLANNING – ECO WARRIORS (RAINFORESTS & OCEANS) 
 

INNOVATION AND CHANGE 

Narrative - the story of the topic from beginning to end 

We begin this topic by experiencing what it’s like when our environment is damaged.  The children discover rubbish dumped in the playground.  They work together to clear it up, then discuss 
what the problem is, how it made them feel and how we can prevent it happening again.  The children sort and label the rubbish, looking for recycling labels.  We learn about the importance 
of recycling and share the message with our families at home and the children at school.  The children learn about the work of activists who are trying to change the way we behave to protect 
our planet and organise their own protests to publicise their ideas and worries.  The children explore different environmental issues around the world, including specialising in a particular 
habitat, learning how the animals and plants are adapted to survive there and how we can protect it from damage.  By the end of the term, the children meet and orang-utan who has left his 
forest and come to stay with them! 

 

Starting points 
How do we establish what we already know? How do we grab the 
children’s attention? 

Outcome eg. Topic book, newspaper, exhibition, art gallery, show, presentation… 

  

Prior Learning Future Learning 

KS1 learning – Out of this world, Food, Fun and 
Games 
 

 

 Ideas which changed the world, The final frontier. Heroes. 

Key Vocabulary  
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DT 
Making habitat boxes 
 
Design / make / evaluate 
 

Select from and use a range of tools and equipment to perform practical tasks 
[for example, cutting, shaping, joining and finishing]  
 
 
Technical knowledge 

 
Select from and use a wide range of materials and components, including 
construction materials, textiles and ingredients, according to their 
characteristics 

 
 

ENGLISH 

Texts 
Poetry 
If only …  
There’s and Ran Tan in my Bedroom 
 

Writing opportunities 
Information fact files 

 Habitats 

 Animals 

 Plastics 

 Palm Oil 

 Carbon Footprint 

 Mini-Biography Greta Thunberg  

 David Attenborough  

 
Letters: 

 Asking for help from family 

 Asking companies to help 

 Asking VIPs to help 

 Thanking companies for their efforts 

 

SCIENCE 
 identify and name a variety of common wild and garden plants, including deciduous and 

evergreen trees 

 identify and name a variety of common animals including fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds 
and mammals 

 identify and name a variety of common animals that are carnivores, herbivores and 
omnivores  

 identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are suited and describe how 
different habitats provide for the basic needs of different kinds of animals and plants, 
and how they depend on each other 

RE/RSHE 
 Xxx 
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 identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their habitats, including micro-
habitats 

 describe how animals obtain their food from plants and other animals, using the idea of 
a simple food chain, and identify and name different sources of food. 
 

MUSIC 
Create musical instruments out of natural / recycled materials.  
 
Create own musical compositions using the instruments they have made 
 
Protest chants with rhythms and rhymes 

HISTORY 

   

 

GEOGRAPHY 

 Locate and name the world’s oceans and continents.  Use the language of oceans and 
continents when describing where places are.   

 Compare habitats across the world, considering the different features of different 
habitats and landscapes – deserts, jungle, mountains, plains.  

use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its 
grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment. 

ART/DT 
 to use painting to develop and share their ideas, experiences and imagination 

 to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, texture and line 

 about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the 
differences and similarities between different practices and disciplines, and making links 
to their own work. [Rousseau and Escher] 

 

COMPUTING 
How does technology help to save the planet? 
Read and affect a Smart Metre 
Online Safety – recap and consolidate. 
 

 use technology purposefully to create, organise, store, manipulate and retrieve digital 
content 

 recognise common uses of information technology beyond school 

PE 
Xxx 
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Notes and Ideas: 
 
 


