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Newsletter 24th September 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Dear parents 

 

In this Newsletter: 

Open days 
School visits 
History in the making 
Harvest Festival  
Book Swap 
School Council 
National Child Measuring Program 
Friends update 
Men’s mental health month 
 
Dear Parents 
 
We have had a happy and productive couple of weeks at Alpington.  There 
is lots going on so please have a read of the news letter right to the end so 
you don’t miss anything! 
 

 
Applications for children starting school in 
September 2022 open on Monday 27th 
September.  We have 2 open days, with 
tours of the school, a chance to meet the 
Robins team and get a flavour of what 
Alpington and Bergh Apton Primary is all 
about.  If you have a child starting school 
next year, please give Mrs Reeman a ring 
to make an appointment.  If you know 
anyone who has a child of the relevant 
age who you think might be interested in 
our school, please pass the word along.  
There is lots more information on the 
website. Please give me a call or drop me 
an email if you would like to talk to me 
about any aspect of your child starting 
school. 
 

 
School visits 
We are so pleased to be able to get out and about again!  School trips are a 
core part of our curriculum at Alpington, adding context and experience to the 
learning the children have done in school.  All our trips are fully COVID 19 risk 
assessed, as are the venues we are attending. 

Diary 
September 
w/c Mon 27th  
Book swap donations week 
 
Wed. 29th 8.30-10am  
Macmillan coffee morning 
 
Thurs 30th September 
Harvest Festival at St Mary’s 
(children only) 
 
October 
Wed 6th – Y6 code breaking at 
Hobart High 
 
Thurs 7th Book swap  
 
Thurs 7th / Fri 8th  
School lunch menu swap 
 
Mon 11th and Thurs 14th  Open 
days for 2022 admissions 
 
Mon 11th and Tues 12th  
KS2 visits to Norwich Castle 
 
Wed 13th  
Whole school visit to see 
Dippy 
 
Tues 19th and Wed 20th  
Parent / teachers meetings 

 
 
 
 
We politely remind parents 
to inform us of any changes 
in your contact details. 
 

  

Matthew 5 v 16 

ALPINGTON & BERGH APTON 
Church of England VA Primary School 
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We have two trips coming up.  On the 11th and 12th October, all the KS2 
children are going to Norwich Castle to take part in an Egyptian day.  The 
children will be studying real artifacts and sources from the museum’s 
collection and using their skills as archaeologists to learn more about life in 
Ancient Egypt.   
Please click here for more information and to give permission for your child to 
attend.  
 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=RuMqe7wmsUyiYDzx7S5seJ3QbVrqAvhJtRG9iEqY
kX1UNFIxVzZFWFRNTzFWV1JQNDVSTUk3WTdSWi4u 
 
 
 
On 14th October, the whole school are going to Norwich Cathedral to see Dippy 
the dinosaur!  
Please click here for more information and to give permission for your child. 
 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=RuMqe7wmsUyiYDzx7S5seJ3QbVrqAvhJtRG9iEqY
kX1UQUdXUE1GN1dWR1FPNU02TktSOTBYRjVKUS4u 
 
 
Please note we are not sending out paper permission forms. 
 
History in the making 
As a staff team we have been thinking about the way that we teach, and children 
learn, history.  We have been thinking particularly about the concepts that children 
need to grasp to enable them to make sense of the past and relate it to their present.  
I was on a course earlier this week where learning was described as children 
becoming “a little more expert” and I think that phrase perfectly sums up the history 
that has been going on around KS2 this week.   
 

Eagles class have been focusing on understanding the 
chronology of Ancient Egypt, placing the civilization on a 
time line and understanding how this relates in terms of time and place to previous 
learning on Anglo Saxon England, World War 2 and the American West.   
 
Swallows and Owls classes have been thinking 
about the role of an Archaeologist, the questions 
that they need to ask and the evidence that is 
available to find out what Ancient Egypt was like.  
The children took on the role of Archaeologists, 
uncovering “wonderful things” in the tomb of 
Tutankhamun and using their creative writing to 
bring history to life.  Swallows have also been 
learning some key facts about Ancient Egyptian 

life which will be essential when they start asking “why” and “how” questions 
later in the topic.  Owls class will be moving on to think about the ethics of 
Howard Carter’s approach to Egyptology.  Did everyone agree that he was right to open the tomb and what 
happened to the “wonderful things” he discovered?   
 
 
 
 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=RuMqe7wmsUyiYDzx7S5seJ3QbVrqAvhJtRG9iEqYkX1UNFIxVzZFWFRNTzFWV1JQNDVSTUk3WTdSWi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=RuMqe7wmsUyiYDzx7S5seJ3QbVrqAvhJtRG9iEqYkX1UNFIxVzZFWFRNTzFWV1JQNDVSTUk3WTdSWi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=RuMqe7wmsUyiYDzx7S5seJ3QbVrqAvhJtRG9iEqYkX1UQUdXUE1GN1dWR1FPNU02TktSOTBYRjVKUS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=RuMqe7wmsUyiYDzx7S5seJ3QbVrqAvhJtRG9iEqYkX1UQUdXUE1GN1dWR1FPNU02TktSOTBYRjVKUS4u
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Harvest Festival 
Thursday 30th September will be our harvest festival and we are really pleased to be able to take the whole 
school to church for a celebration service.  The theme is all about sharing and we will be thinking about the 
account in the bible of the little boy who shared his lunch with Jesus and fed 5000 people. On this occasion 
we are not inviting parents as it seems wise not to fill the church to bursting while cases of COVID 19 in the 
local area remain high.  The local food bank have plenty of food at the moment and have asked us not to collect 
for them this time.  However the children have organised a book swap to raise money for McMillan Cancer 
Support and there is also a coffee morning next week for the same cause.  We have therefore decided to make 
this our harvest charity this year, sharing books rather than food!  Please see below for details of how you can 
support us with this.   
 

Book Swap 
The children have organised a book swap to raise money for Macmillan 
Cancer research.  The team behind the idea are all children who have been 
affected by cancer over recent months and we would really appreciate your 
support. 
 
Week beginning 27th September 

Please donate a book (or books) that you have finished reading at home.  It would be great to have a range 
of picture books and books for older children.  Donations need to be in nice condition please.  We will have a 
collection point on the playground for grown up books. 
 
Thursday 7th October 
The children will be able to choose a book they would like to take home in return for a donation to Macmillan 
Cancer Support.  Donations can be made online:  – see details below.   
There will be a sale of grown up books in the playground after school – again all donations to Macmillan 
Cancer Research 
 
Thank you for your support!  We look forward to receiving your donations from Monday. 
 
Coffee Morning 
We will be holding a coffee morning, also in support of McMillan Cancer 
Support, on Wednesday 29th September from after drop off to around 
10am.  Please come and join us for a coffee and a natter.  All parents 
welcome, especially our new Robins!  
 
Please click on the link to see the various ways you can make your 
donation direct to Macmillan Cancer Support: 
 
https://donation.macmillan.org.uk/?_ga=2.242245826.1725098263.1632476162-258760246.1632476162 
 
 
National Child Measuring Program 
Please see attached information for year 6 parents and what you need to do if you wish to opt out.   
 
Men’s mental health month 
November is Men’s mental health month.  To support this event, our very own Mr Colbeck and Michaela 
Larter are organising a Saturday football event, with any proceeds going to a mental health charity.  More 
details to follow, but please save the date – Saturday 20th November.  All welcome whatever your footballing 
ability, including those who would like to cheer from the sidelines!  We will also be having a focus on boys’ 
mental health and wellbeing in school, with a focus on how we talk about and express our feelings in a 
constructive and healthy way. 
 
Census day lunch 
On Thursday 7st October, we have swapped the menu with Friday, so the hot choice for this day will be fish 
fingers and chips or veg goujons.  It really helps the school if as many children as possible can have school 
lunch on this day – we hope the Friday menu will tempt you!  The meal on Thursday will now be be chicken 
and tomato pasta or tomato and courgette frittata. 

https://donation.macmillan.org.uk/?_ga=2.242245826.1725098263.1632476162-258760246.1632476162
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Healthy snacks 
The school fruit and vegetable scheme provides a healthy snack for all the children in Robins and Kingfishers.  
Once children reach KS2 this scheme is no longer available to them.   Please ensure the snack you provide 
for your child is a healthy one.  Fruit or veg or cereal bars are ideal and we try to avoid chocolate or crisps.   
Drink bottles should only contain water please. 
 
When the children were not permitted to have birthday parties etc. due to the covid pandemic we had a few 
parents who brought in birthday cakes into school for the children.  However, now we are able to mix more 
freely we no longer feel it appropriate for birthday cakes to be brought into school. It puts lots of pressure on 
parents to provide treats for the whole class.  We want to promote a healthy life style and healthy eating choices 
and this becomes quite tricky if children are being offered 30 lots of cake or sweets in a school year!   We do 
make an occasion of the children’s birthdays by celebrating in assembly. 
 
Thank you for your co-operation.           
 
Autumn Term Calendar 
Mrs Reeman has already emailed all parents with the revised autumn term calendar.  To reiterate, the October 
half-term is week commencing 25th October and the children are in school on Friday 22nd. 
 
 
Best Wishes 
 
Rosie Welch and the Alpington Team 

Attachments: 

 Coffee Morning flyer – Wed. 29th September  

 Open Days 11th and 14th October flyer 

 Revised Autumn term calendar 

 Year 6 NCMP pre-measurement letter 

 Data Collection re Year 6 NCMP 


