
 

Wheel Road, Alpington, Norwich, Norfolk, NR14 7NH • Telephone: 01508 492700  
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Headteacher  -  Mrs Rosie  Welch 

 

3rd September 2021 

 

Dear Parents 

Welcome back!  I hope you have all had a happy holiday and that the children are looking 

forward to getting back to school next week.  There will be a proper Alpington newsletter 

next Friday, but in the meantime here is all the information you need for the start of term. 

The school day 

School begins on Monday 6th September for children in years 1- 6.  Reception children 

starting in Robins have had a letter explaining their starting school timetable.  If you have 

any queries, please give us a call. 

You can arrive in school between 8.30am and 8.50am.  Children must be in class by 8.50am 

at the latest.  We no longer have official “times” for arriving in school so please be patient 

and considerate of other families during drop off.  Where possible, please drop the children 

on the playground.  They will need to enter the school through their class door.  If children 

arrive in school after 8.50am, they need to enter via the front door so Mrs Reeman knows 

they are in school.  

Eagles – round the back of Eagles classroom through the gate on the playground 

Owls – through the main entrance door 

Swallows – through the white door from the playground 

Kingfishers – through the “back door” near the hall 

Robins – through the gate into the Robins outside area 

At the end of the day, Key Stage One children in Robins and Kingfishers classes will finish at 

3.00pm.  Key Stage 2 children will finish at 3.10pm.  It is really helpful if you can leave the 

playground promptly once you have collected your child(ren).  We know that parents and 

children from KS1 may need to wait on the playground for the older children to come out. 
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Equipment and PE 

Smart school uniform please, including shoes.  Click here to see school uniform information 

from our website: https://alpington.norfolk.sch.uk/school-uniform/ 

KS1 children no longer need a pencil case.  If your child is in KS2 they may bring a pencil 

case if they wish. 

Please come to school in PE kit on PE days.  This is Tuesday for KS1 and Friday for KS2. 

Lunches 

The lunch menu has not changed from last term and is attached.  Please note that due to a 

freezer disaster at the kitchen where our lunches are prepared, the menu for next week has 

the following changes: 

Monday 6th 

Margherita Pizza, Potato Wedges and Salad 

Fresh Fruit Salad 

Thursday 9th  

Breaded Chicken in a Wrap with BBQ Sauce and Potato Wedges  

or 

Vegemince Bolognese with Pasta 

Served with Salad 

Cocoa Krispie Bar 

The packed lunch menu remains the same. 

COVID risk assessment and arrangements 

We have carefully read the latest government guidance and the risk assessment documents 

provided by the local authority.  The formal risk assessment will be published on the website 

at the start of term.  You can read the government advice to parents about COVID 19 in 

schools here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-

early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/step-

4-update-what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-

colleges 

Case management  

 If your child shows symptoms, please keep them at home and book a PCR test.  

 If a child shows symptoms in school, we will keep them away from other children and ask 

you to come and collect them as quickly as possible.  Staff dealing with a child with 

symptoms will wear appropriate PPE, including a mask.  You will need to book a PCR test.  

 Please inform the school of any positive test results.   

 If the test is positive, your child will need to self-isolate for 10 days.   
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 NHS Test and Trace will contact you to identify close contacts.  This is no longer the 

responsibility of school. 

 Fully vaccinated adults, and children under 16 including family members, no longer have to 

self-isolate if they are close contacts.  Close contacts will be offered a PCR test which we 

strongly encourage you to take up. 

Lateral flow testing - All staff to resume testing from 1.9.21.  We may ask parents and 

visitors to take a Lateral Flow test before coming into school to work with children. 

Class bubbles – These are no longer required. The whole school can mix at playtimes and 

lunchtimes and whole school assembly will return. Classes can mix as necessary for 

learning activities.  This means that we will no longer have to send a class home in 

response to a positive case.   

Hand washing and sanitising.  

Children and adults need to wash or sanitise hands: 

 On arrival 

 Before playtime 

 Before lunchtime 

 Before going home 

Sanitisation of surfaces and touch points – This will be done twice a day in line with the 

local authority risk assessment. Equipment will be cleaned as necessary, including laptops 

and Ipads. 

Ventilation – Windows will be kept open to ensure good ventilation in classrooms and 

shared areas around the school.  When it’s cold, we will keep windows open less during 

lesson time and open windows and doors during break times to blow clear air through. The 

government have said they will provide CO2 monitors to support us with ventilation.  We will 

follow guidance on this as it comes.  Children may want to wear an additional layer in school 

when it’s cold, for example leggings or an Alpington hoodie.   

If we have a cluster of related cases in school, we may need to implement some further 

measures for a short time to get it under control.  This could include masks for adults, 

increased social distancing or keeping a class as a bubble in school.  We will formalise this 

contingency planning in the first few days of school and keep you informed.   

At the moment, the case rate around Alpington is around 250 per 100,000.  This is a similar 

level to after Christmas and the end of the summer term and so we should expect to see 

cases in school and in the school community.   I think it probable that cases will rise 

nationally when schools go back and there is likely to be extensive coverage in the media.   

We will keep an eye on the government and local authority guidance and best practice and 

take whatever action is in the best interests of Alpington children – as we have done all 

along!   

Additional information 

Please find attached information about Tax Free Childcare. 



 

Please find attached the term dates for this academic year.  There is an additional bank 

holiday in 2022 due to the Queen’s Jubilee celebrations.  This is in half term so we have 

been asked to choose an additional day’s holiday.  Therefore, 20th April will be a holiday for 

children, with the summer term beginning on the 21st.   

We will be using Tapestry to keep you informed about the children’s learning this term.  

Please check that your login works and contact Mrs Reeman if you have any problems.  

Similarly, we will be making use of children’s email addresses and Teams logins during the 

term for learning purposes.  Please check that logins work and again contact the office if 

passwords need resetting.  Reception children will be given logins in due course.   

As always, if you have any queries or concerns please get in touch.  You can contact the 

office by phone (01508 492700) or email; office@alpington.norfolk.sch.uk.  Contact details 

for me and teachers as follows: 

Rosie Welch (Headteacher) head@alpington.norfolk.sch.uk 

Michaela Larter (Robins) robins@alpington.norfolk.sch.uk 

Rachel Eland (Kingfishers) kingfishers@alpington.norfolk.sch.uk 

Jessica Chisholm and Charlotte Weathers (Swallows) swallows@alpington.norfolk.sch.uk 

Laura Betts (owls) owls@alpington.norfolk.sch.uk 

Michael Stowers (eagles) eagles@alpington.norfolk.sch.uk 

Best wishes 

 

Rosie Welch  
Headteacher 
 

 

Attachments: 

 School Lunch Menu 

 School Packed Lunch Menu 

 Tax Free Childcare 

 Norfolk School’s Calendar 
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