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Newsletter 12th November 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Dear parents 

 

In this Newsletter: 

Alpington Guide to Christmas! 
Non uniform day 
Advent windows 
Eco week 
Questionnaires 
Just one number 
Play House visit 
National dental survey 
 
Dear Parents 

 

Christmas is coming! We are already busy making plans to make it a 

memorable one here at Alpington.  As always, we are working to strike a 

balance between offering as many experiences and opportunities to our 

whole school community as we can and taking a responsible attitude to the 

risks posed by the ongoing COVID 19 pandemic.  Working with governors 

and the Friends, we have decided that both the Christmas Fayre and the 

Nativity can go ahead, but that both events will be held outside to minimize 

the risk.  There will be sensible arrangements in place to support social 

distancing and clean hands.  Each school is making decisions in the best 

interests of their children and families and this means that other schools 

are doing things differently.  I understand that these decisions are never 

straight forward and that outdoor events in the middle of December 

present a particular challenge!  Thank you to all staff and parents for 

supporting and planning - I really hope that this allows us to celebrate in a 

fun and safe way.  We will keep an eye on the local and national picture 

and make changes if we have to. 

 

The Christmas Fayre will be held on Saturday 4th 

December 3pm–6pm.  In order to make it go with 

a sparkle we would love to borrow the following: 

 

 Outdoor fairy lights or pontoon lights with 

poles.  Please clearly label so we can 

return them to you 

 Gazebos 

 Outdoor extension cables 

Diary 
November 

 Sat 13th 3-5pm – Beetle 
Drive – postponed 

 Mon 15th – Robins and 
Kingfishers to place their 
packed lunch order for Wed. 

 Wed 17th – Robins’ and 
Kingfishers’ trip to see “The 
Gruffalo” 

 Fri 19th – Non-Uniform Day, 
see flyer for detals 

 Sat 20th 11am-1pm - Mindful 
Men Footie Match 

 Mon 22nd – Owls’ and 
Eagles’ trip to Horstead, 
children to arrive at school 
8.20am prompt and arrive 
back approx. 5.15pm 

 Thurs 25th – Christmas 
Jumper Swap 

 Fri 26th – Flu Immunisations 

 Tues 30th – 5 year olds’ 
dental survey 

December 

 Thurs 2nd – Years 5 & 6 
Xmas cake making 

 Thurs 2nd – Y6 height and 
weight measurements 

 Sat 4th 3-6pm – Christmas 
Fayre 

 Mon 6th – Robins’ and 
Kingfishers’ Nativity dress 
rehearsal  

 Tues 7th – Nativity 
performances: 2pm and 
4.15pm 

 Thurs 9th – Years 5 & 6 
Xmas cake icing 

 Thurs 9th – Nativity Reserve  

 Tues 14th – Nativity Reserve  

 Tues 14th – Christingle at St 
Mary’s Church  

 Wed 15th – School Xmas 
lunch 

 Fri 17th – Last day of term 
 
 
 

Matthew 5 v 16 
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 Slow cookers for Mulled wine 

 Sheets of MDF for the Grotto 

Please email Ceri Browes on cbrowes84@hotmail.com  

 

In order to light the outside area, we would like to borrow (if possible) or hire (if not) a generator to avoid 

having too many trailing wires.  We also need some outdoor flood lights – the kind that are used for 

building sites are ideal.  We also need these for the KS1 nativity production so we would need them for about 

a week.  If you are able to help with this, please email Mrs Welch directly head@alpington.norfolk.sch.uk  

 

Nativity for Robins and Kingfishers 

We are pleased to announce that Robins and Kingfishers will be performing “Baubles” (a Nativity Story with 

sparkle) and we will be inviting parents to come and watch.  The performance will take place outside, so 

performers and audience will need to be well wrapped up!  The performance space will be well lit and there 

will be plenty of fairy lights and sparkle!  Friends will be providing hot drinks and mince pies afterwards and 

running a raffle for each performance.  Children’s costumes will need to fit over their warm coats.  School will 

provide a basic tabard which parents can add to as they wish in the spirit of your child’s character!  Watch out 

for more details in the next few days.  We may need some help with sewing – please let us know if you are 

able to help. 

 

We will aim for a dress rehearsal for the whole school on Monday 6th December, followed by 2 performances 

on Tuesday 7th December, one at 2pm and one at 4.15pm.  Children can go home at the usual time and 

return to school for 4pm for the later performance.  We will be well prepared for winter weather, but if it is too 

wet or windy, we will have the back-up date of Thursday 9th December or Tuesday 14th December at the 

same times.  Because the performance and audience is outside, there will be no restrictions on tickets, but 

we may need to ask you to bring your own chairs!   

 

The annual Christmas cake making will take place on Thursday 2nd December for year 5 and 6.  Further 

details, including recipes and what to bring will follow shortly. 

 

The children will have a Christingle service in church on Tuesday 14th December in the morning.  Due to the 

COVID risk, we are keeping this to a school event at the moment.  We will aim to hold a carol service on 

Thursday 16th December in the afternoon, which we will be able to invite parents to join.  More details to 

follow. 

 

Advent Windows 

Please take part in our Village Advent Windows event.  We are 

aiming to create a village wide giant 

Advent Calendar to be revealed 

throughout December.  Please click 

here for more details and to join in.  

Ideally we need 22 windows to make it 

work. The final 2 will be in school and in 

the church.  Thank you if you have 

already signed up! 

 

https://forms.office.com/r/nScvtqQeCJ  

 

I am aware that there is some frustration that this non uniform is on a Friday as KS2 children need to be 

dressed appropriately for PE.  If this is causing a problem, children could come in whatever they would like 

and change for PE on that day, if you would prefer.   

mailto:cbrowes84@hotmail.com
mailto:head@alpington.norfolk.sch.uk
https://forms.office.com/r/nScvtqQeCJ
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Alpington Eco Summit 

It has been an Eco Week in school this week.  We began with an 

assembly on Monday to try to explain what the Climate Crisis is and 

why it is important to us all.  During the week all the classes have been 

working to understand different aspects of the climate changes facing 

the world and to make their own pledges to try to make a difference.  

The Eco Team have also been busy, carrying out a survey of all the 

single use plastic we threw away on a single day. On Thursday the 

whole school held a Climate Summit.  Each class presented their 

findings and made proposals which we voted on.  The result is an 

Alpington Climate Treaty which we have all signed!  The treaty is 

attached – it would be brilliant if you could read it as some of the 

pledges, especially regarding a reduction in the use of single use 

plastics, will require some help and support from home.  Please click 

here to see what we have all been up to – there is a special page on the website.   

https://alpington.norfolk.sch.uk/alpington-eco-summit-2021/  

 

A video of the key note speeches at the summit can be found on Stream. 

 

Eco Team will be organising a Christmas Jumper Swap on the 25th November.  So many of these only get 

worn once or twice before we grow out of them by the following year.  Bring along your old jumper and swap 

it for a different set of Christmas sparkles that actually fits!  This event will take place at the end of the school 

day – more details to follow next week. Christmas Jumper Swaps are taking place 

across the whole Hobart school cluster – great idea Molly! 

 

Also as a result of Eco Teams fantastic idea, we are designing and selling Alpington 

Eco reusable eco coffee cups.  We are hoping to run a competition for the most 

imaginative location for use of an Alpington mug!  More details to follow. 

 

Parent and pupil questionnaires 

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to our parent survey.  There is still time if you have not yet 

completed it – your views are really important and help to shape the future of the school so please take a few 

minutes to tell us what you think.   

 

https://forms.office.com/r/xvQ69aq0nd  

 

We are working hard to get the children’s perspective on school so that we can tailor our RSHE curriculum to 

meet their needs.  Thank you to everyone who has already completed the online survey with their KS1 

children.  The link is here if you have not yet had time to do this.   

 

https://forms.office.com/r/d42mE83A9k  

 

We have been asking KS2 children to complete the survey in school and to do this they need their login and 

password for Teams.  If you can write this in the front cover of their home book then we know where to find it!  

So far we have 31 KS2 children who have taken part, with a few more to complete it today.  If you need your 

password reset, please contact Mrs Reeman who can sort this out for you.  

 

Once we have all the results in we will share them with you and let you know how we are planning to move 

forward.  

Our final Alpington Eco Logo –  
well done Molly who’s design  
was the winning one! 

https://alpington.norfolk.sch.uk/alpington-eco-summit-2021/
https://forms.office.com/r/xvQ69aq0nd
https://forms.office.com/r/d42mE83A9k
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Just one Number / Just one Norfolk 

The “Just one Norfolk” website and telephone number are a really good source of information for parents.  

The site has information on everything from medical advice to special educational needs to parenting advice 

and support.  It is now also the first point of call for parents and professionals making referrals  to other 

services in Norfolk.  The website can be found by clicking here.  https://www.justonenorfolk.nhs.uk/ There is 

also some really helpful advice on staying safe online for children of all ages, this can be found here. 

https://www.justonenorfolk.nhs.uk/staying-safe/staying-safe-online .   

 

Trip to the Norwich Playhouse for Robins and Kingfishers 

We are really looking forward to taking Robins’ and Kingfishers’ classes to see the 

Gruffalo at the Norwich Playhouse theatre on Wednesday.  The children will be having 

an early lunch that day before leaving on the coach.  The children need to order their 

school packed lunch on MONDAY to make sure that they are delivered on time.  

Please could you make sure that your child knows their choice when they come to 

school on Monday – ham or cheese sandwich, cucumber sticks, sultanas, orange 

wedges, cake.  Mrs Eland and Miss Larter will organize this in the usual way.   If your child does not order a 

packed lunch on Monday, unfortunately we will not be able to provide a lunch for them on Wednesday.  The 

children will also need to know their choice for Monday’s lunch!  For the rest of school the packed lunch 

menu on Wednesday will be the pasta pot. 

 

Owls’ and Eagles’ have a trip on Monday 22nd November to the Horstead Centre in connection with their 

topic “Archaeology”, which will include river surveys and canoeing.  Please make sure children arrive 

promptly at 8.20am and they are due back to school at approximately 5.15pm.   

 

National dental survey 

Our school has been asked to take part in the national dental survey for 5 year olds.  Parents of the children 

involved have been sent a letter – if you have not done so already, please could you return this as soon as 

possible.  Thank you. 

 

Best wishes. 

  

 

Rosie Welch and the Alpington Team 

 

Attachments 

 Christmas Fayre flyer 

 Non-Uniform Day, Friday 19th November flyer 

 Collection of cuddly toys and teddies flyer 

 Calling all Year 4, 5 & 6 children – are you please able to help run a stall at the Christmas Fayre flyer 

https://www.justonenorfolk.nhs.uk/
https://www.justonenorfolk.nhs.uk/staying-safe/staying-safe-online

