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Dear parents 

 

In this Newsletter: 

Alpington Christmas! 

Coding 

COVID preparations for January – please read 

Forum for parents of children with SEND 

Advent windows 

 

Dear Parents 

 

Christmas has started!  We have had a very busy and sparkly week at 

Alpington, with all the children involved in Christmas learning of one kind or 

another. 

 

We were very impressed with year 5 and 6 children’s baking skills as they 

took on the challenge of making, baking and decorating their own 

traditional Christmas cakes!  The hall resembled a snow scene and if we 

are honest the floor is still a little sticky, but the children made a fantastic 

effort and the resulting cakes would make a Bake Off final!  Well done to 

everyone, especially those who had not baked a cake before.  

Photographs are on the website – click here to view! 

https://alpington.norfolk.sch.uk/years-5-and-6-christmas-cakes/ 

 

 

We were proud to present our Robins and Kingfishers productions of 

“Baubles” a Christmas Nativity play.  This was staged outside this year and 

we were so pleased so many parents, grandparents and other relatives 

were able to come and enjoy it with us, armed with blankets, coats, hats 

and scarves!  The children really rose to the challenge and looked fabulous 

in their costumes – deigned to go over their winter coats.  I was especially 

impressed with the singing, including those who sang solo.  All in all it 

turned out to be rather magical.  A HUGE thank you to all the EYFS and 

KS1 team who went above and beyond to make this happen.  Lots of 

pictures on the website – click here! 

https://alpington.norfolk.sch.uk/ks1-nativity/ 

 

Our rearranged Christmas fayre went ahead on Monday.  We had a visit 

from Santa in his beautifully designed grotto in the morning and all the 

Diary 
 

 
 
 
 
See last page for details. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We politely remind parents to 
inform us of any changes in 
your contact details. 
 

 

Matthew 5 v 16 

ALPINGTON & BERGH APTON 
Church of England VA Primary School 
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children took home a little early Christmas present!  You should have received a photograph today of your 

child’s meeting with Santa.  These are for your personal use, please don’t share on social media – thank you.  

Many of our KS2 children had volunteered to organise stalls, which were set up at lunch time and run by the 

children in the afternoon.  There was a fantastic range, with activities ranging from lucky dip and guess the 

name of the toy to nail painting, tattoos and biscuit decorating.  An amazing time was had by all and all the 

children went home accompanied by a new soft toy and enough chocolate to last until next Christmas!  After 

school the cake sale and the “wine or water” stall was available for parents.  Thank you to all the Friends who 

worked SO hard to make the day happen and make it so special for the children and to MR C for his starring 

role.   

 

The Fayre is an important fundraiser for the Friends.  If you have not yet had the chance and you are able to 

make a contribution to cover costs and help fund the fantastic work the Friends do for all the children in 

school, please see the bank details below.  Thank you. 

 

The Friends of Alpington VA Primary 

Sort code 55-61-18 

Account no. 68659245 

Please enter Xmas Fayre in reference description 

 

Next week we have our Christingle service on Tuesday at 9.30am.  This will be just for the children – look out 

for photographs on the website.  A donation envelope from The Children’s Society will be going home on 

Monday.  Please hand in donation by Thursday.  Thank you for your support.  

 

On Thursday afternoon at 2pm we will be holding our Christmas Carol service.  Weather permitting this will 

be held outside and you are really welcome to join us.  Please send the children to school dressed warmly on 

this day. 

 

Thank you for all the kind donations to the Sugar for Shelters appeal.  The sugar has been collected today 

and is on its way to making a difference to the homeless this Christmas. 

 

School Christmas Lunch  

Christmas lunch will be on Wednesday 15th December.  This has all been ordered.  Please come to school 

dressed festively on this day.  The children’s Christmas parties will be in their classes in the afternoon. 

 

Coding 

Owls and Eagles classes have been taking part in a national coding project this week.  Each day 

they have joined a live stream from Microsoft which helped them learn and apply new coding skills 

to creating their own games.  It was amazing to see how their skills developed over the week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I really enjoyed how you had a base and they teach you 

how to code it so you can change it.  I created a 

woodland forest maize and I changed it so you had to 

avoid the mud! You try playing the game and if there is a 

bug in it, you can go back and change it.  Maybe there 

are too many blocks in the scripts of code.  I changed 

them into the correct order and then it worked.” Millie  

 

 

I like making the sprites and playing 

Lemon Leak where you had to avoid 

the enemies.  You could make it 

harder by making the characters 

bigger.  The maize one was good 

because you could move the 

characters around”. Henry C 
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Forum for parents of children with Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) 

Thank you to all the parents who attended the forum and who shared their experiences so clearly.  It was so 

important to hear your ideas and to gain a better understanding of how we can support both the children with 

SEND and their families better.  Planned changes are as follows: 

1. Create a “flow diagram” which makes it clear how SEND needs are identified, how to raise a concern, 
which staff members to speak to and what to expect to happen next.  There will also be information 
about what to expect depending on the level of your child’s needs. This will be published in the 
school’s SEND report and also made clear on the website.  This will be completed by the end of the 
Autumn term. 

2. We will improve the links on the website to enable parents to better navigate advice and support and 
information from other agencies. This will be updated half termly, starting in January 2022. 

3. Arrange parent teacher meetings for parents of children with SEND at a different time to general 
parent teacher meetings.  This will allow more time and ensure that children’s learning plans are 
shared and that parents have the opportunity to contribute. This is in progress this term and will 
become part of school policy from the parent teacher meetings in the spring term 2022.   

4. Basic information about the provision for children with SEND on trips and visits will be included in 
letters to parents.  A contact will be identified for parents who would like more information.  This will 
begin from the next school visits arranged. 

5. Formal Education Health Care Plan (EHCP) meetings will include a more detailed explanation of 
children’s progress.  I will look at additional training for teaching assistants working with SEND 
children to enable more regular individualised Tapestry observations which should enable parents to 
have a better idea about the small steps of progress made during the term.  This will be an ongoing 
process. 

6. We will make the forum for parents of children with SEND an annual event, held each autumn term. 
 

We have made some changes already and we will be staying in touch to check that these are making a 

difference.   

 

Preparations for January 

It is not at all clear what the situation with COVID 19 will be as schools return to school in January.  In line 

with guidance from the DfE, Mr Stowers and I will be reviewing the school’s risk assessment and will put in 

place contingency plans that enable the school to move back to working in bubbles should this be necessary. 

As a precaution, please could all parents check that they have a user name and password for Microsoft 

Teams.  This is the same as the children’s email, which you may have checked recently for the children’s 

survey.  Children in reception, we will be sending you your login details next week.    

 

“I liked the Lemon Leak because you could customize 
your character and you go projectiles coming at you from 
every side.  The aim was to get the fewest points possible 
– you could have a challenge with a friend.  There was a 

block that would stop you from constantly collecting 
points. In the maize, if you changed your score to 

whatever you wanted and you could go on getting points 
forever.” Henry G 
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As always we will make sure that we continue to provide the best possible experience for children in school, 

whatever restrictions are necessary. If there are changes over the holidays, we will let you know as soon as 

we can so that the children know what to expect on their return in January.   

 

This is the last “proper” newsletter for this term.  Thank you for all your support this term for the school, the 

children and their learning.  We hope you all have a very Happy Christmas and we are really looking forward 

to seeing you all in 2022!  I am ending with the poem that the KS2 children are learning for our Service on 

Thursday.  Hopefully it will be dry and some of you will be able to join us. 

 

Extract from “Christmas” by John Betjeman 
And is it true? And is it true, 
This most tremendous tale of all, 
Seen in a stained-glass window's hue, 
A Baby in an ox's stall ? 
The Maker of the stars and sea 
Become a Child on earth for me? 
 
And is it true?  For if it is, 
No loving fingers tying strings 
Around those tissued fripperies, 
The sweet and silly Christmas things, 
Bath salts and inexpensive scent 
And hideous tie so kindly meant, 
 
No love that in a family dwells, 
No carolling in frosty air, 
Nor all the steeple-shaking bells 
Can with this single Truth compare - 
That God was man in Palestine 
And lives today in Bread and Wine 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 

Rosie Welch 

 

Attachments: 

 

Bergh Apton Crib Service flyer  

 

 

14.12.21 
Christingle service in school 9.30am 

We are not able to invite parents on this occasion.  Video will be shared on Stream 

15.12.21 

School Christmas Lunch 

Come to school dressed Christmassy!   

Class parties in the afternoon – treats will be provided. 

16.12.21 
Whole school carol service at 2pm 

Weather permitting outside.  If we are able to go ahead outside, parents welcome. 

17.12.21 Last day of term. 

20.12.21 Christmas Art Day 

 


