
GEOGRAPHY G  

PROGRESSION OF SKILLS  

 

Curiosity 
(Investigation and enquiry) 

Locational knowledge (local, national, global), maps  

Thoughtful 
(Questioning and reflection) 

Scale and orientation (maps) interdependence,  

Empathetic 
(Understanding others and different perspectives) 

Cultural understanding and diversity 

 

KS1 LKS2 UKS2 KS1 LKS2 UKS2 KS1 LKS2 UKS2 
I know that 
some things in 
the landscape 
are natural and 
others are man 
made.   

I understand 
that the world 
around me can 
be represented 
on a map.   

I know that 
maps look 
different, 
depending on 
what they are 
representing.   

I understand 
that places in 
the world have 
names. I know 
the names of 
places local to 
me, including 

I understand the 
difference 
between human 
and physical 
geographical 
features in the 
landscape 

I can identify 
and name key 
global 
geographic 
features, eg. 
poles, equator, 
tropics, long, 
lat, time zones 
etc 

I can use this 
knowledge to 
explain why 
places are like 
they are. 

I understand 
that continents 
are made up of 
countries. 

I can identify 
key physical, 
human and 
topographical 
features of a 
place using 
maps. 

I am building a 
detailed 
understanding 
of places the UK 
and how they 
are different to 
each other.   

I can use my 
knowledge of 
places in the UK 
to talk about 
where I live and 
how this may be 
the same or 
different to 
other children in 
the UK.  

I know that a 
map locates a 
place and shows 
where it is in 
the world. 

I know that 
maps can 
represent 
different areas – 
for example a 
map of my 
school, my 
village, my 
country or the 
whole world.  

I can use 
directional 
language and 
the points of the 
compass to 
describe places 
on a map.  

I can draw a 
simple map or 
plan showing 
familiar places.  

I can use the 
word scale to 
explain when I 
talk about sizes 
and distances 
on a map. 

I understand 
that a map 
shows where 
places are, 
distances 
between then 
and how places 
are related to 
each other.   

I can use the 
scale of a map 
to understand 
how big places 
are in relation 
to each other 
and use 
comparative 
language to 
explain.  

I can identify 
and explain the 
scale of a map. 

 

I can estimate 
distances using 
the scale on a 
map 

 

My own maps 
demonstrate an 
understanding 
of scale.  

I know what a 
geographical 
feature is and 
can locate some 
in our local 
environment.  

 

I identify a link 
between the 
physical and 
human 
geography. 

 

I know that 
climate is 
different around 
the world and 
that this 
impacts the way 
people live.  

 

I can say why 
people would 
move to area 

I can identify 
geographical 
features and 
give some 
reasons for their 
location.  

 

I can identify 
the relationship 
between the 
physical and 
human 
geography of an 
area. 

 

I understand 
that climate and 
climate change 
impacts the way 
people live.  

 

I can identify 
some causes 
and effects of 

I can explain 
why 
geographical 
features are 
located where 
they are. 

 

I can explain the 
relationship 
between the 
physical and 
human 
geography of an 
area. 

 

I can give 
reasons how 
climate and 
climate change 
impacts the way 
people live 
(positive & 
negative). 
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Courageous  
(Forming opinions using evidence) 

Physical processes, explaining change, fieldwork skills 

 

Aspirational  
(How ideas can influence the future) 

Sustainability, understanding human impact 

KS1 LKS2 UKS2 KS1 LKS2 UKS2 
Birds eye view 

Real represented on 
paper or in pictures 

I can collect information 
to help me understand 
my local environment, 

I can ask my own 
geographical questions 
about why places are like 
they are. 

I know how small changes 
at home and at school 
can positively impact the 
environment.  

I can give examples of the 
consequences of not 
making sustainable 

I can explain why people 
and governments (both 
local and global) need to 
make sustainable choices 

the countries of 
the UK. 

I can use a 
world map or 
globe to identify 
continents and 
oceans.    

I can recognise 
the UK on a 
world map. 

I know the UK is 
made up of 4 
countries and I 
can talk about 
each one. 

 

I know that 
countries have 
different human 
and physical 
geographical 
features. 

I can identify 
and name some 
European 
countries and 
those in other 
continents. 

I can identify 
some key world 
cities.  I am 
beginning to 
explain why 
they are located 
in particular 
places.  

My map is 
starting to show 
conventions of a 
map – eg 
symbols, a key, 
compass points.  

 

 

I can use the 8 
points of the 
compass and 4 / 
6 figure grid 
references to 
find and 
describe where 
places are on a 
map.  

 

and what 
impact this may 
have.  

 

 

 

 

I know that 
people in other 
parts of the 
world have a 
different culture 
/ language / 
way of life. 

 

migration on 
people, places 
and 
environments.  

 

 

 

I can recognise 
and compare 
different 
cultures around 
the world.  

 

I can identify 
the positive and 
negative 
impacts of 
migration on 
people, places 
and 
environments.   

 

I can explain 
that there is 
cultural diversity 
within countries 
and across the 
world, and 
explain why.  
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Concrete to the abstract 

See it in reality – find it 
one the map 

Draw own maps / plans 
representing human / 
physical features.  
Symbols and keys so 

Others can understand 

Explain using 
geographical language 

Collecting information to 
understand more about a 
place – count, observe, 
draw, collect. 

 

I understand that the 
weather in the UK 
changes dependent on 
the seasons.  I understand 
that this is different in 
other parts of the world. 

including using all my 
senses. 

I can use my knowledge 
from maths and science 
to help me investigate 
and discover.  

I can use what I have 
found out to explain, 
make predictions and 
answer questions. 

 

I can use geographical 
language to explain 
human and physical 
geographical features of a 
place. 

 

I understand how human 
geographical features are 
connected – for example 
trade, transport or 
language. 

I can plan the fieldwork I 
can do to answer my 
questions.   

 

 

 

 

 

I can explain how physical 
geographical processes 
change a place over time. 

 

I can explain how human 
and physical geographical 
processes are 
interconnected. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I can give an example of 
an individual or scheme 
that has had a positive 
impact on the 
environment. 

 

I can say how a place has 
changed over time 
(positively/negatively). 

 

choices (climate change, 
deforestation, pollution). 

 

I can explain the impact 
of an individual or 
scheme that has had a 
positive impact on the 
environment.  

 

I can give reasons why a 
place has changed over 
time and recognise if this 
is positive and/or 
negative. 

to protect the future of 
our planet.  

 

I can be a courageous 
advocate by persuading 
others to follow the 
example of notable 
individuals or schemes.  

 

I can explain how a place 
has changed over time 
and predict how it could 
change in the future.  

 

 

 

Vocabulary by end of KS2 
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KS1 - beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season, weather, city, town, village, factory, 
farm, house, office, port, harbour, shop, North, South, East, West 

KS2 – region, climate zone, biome, vegetation belt, volcanoes, earthquakes, water cycle, latitude, longitude, equator, norther and 
southern hemisphere, tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, time zones, GMT, Arctic, Antarctic,  terrestrial, marine, physical processes, 

trade links, energy, minerals, natural resources, environment, sustainability. 

 

 


