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Understanding People and Places Past Present and Future Innovation and Change 
These topics explore the themes of places 
near and far; comparing landscapes. 
studying how places have changed over 
time and the impact that people have on 
the world around them. 

These topics explore the past; how lives 
were different in the past, how the past 
has shaped our present and how our 
present can shape the future. 

These topics explore how innovation has 
shaped our world; the impact of 
individuals, inventions and ideas in 
shaping the world we live in and the 
impact our own ideas and actions may 
have in the future. 

Key themes – the beliefs of people in the 
past, economic history and the migration 
of people 

Key themes – power and organisation 
(political) and social history 

Key themes  - historical significance 

Key questions 
What did people in the past believe and 
how did this effect their daily lives and 
how they were governed? 
Why do people migrate and how do 
people and places change because of this? 
What jobs did people do in the past, who 
did they trade with and why was this the 
case? 
How did people express their beliefs and 
culture? 
 
 
 
 

Key questions 
How were peoples organised, who held 
the power and how did they exercise this? 
How did this impact on ordinary people’s 
lives? 
What was life like for ordinary people 
(food, clothes, education, housing, family 
life) and how was it different from today 
and from other periods in history? 

Key questions 
What impact has this person, event, 
invention or idea had in their own time 
and across history on a local, national or 
international basis? 
How significant was this? 
What would the world be like if this 
person, event, invention or idea had not 
taken place? 
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Vocabulary 
Religion, faith, belief, God, god, myth, 
legend, church, cathedral, job, farmer, 
trade, money,  Explorer symbolism, 
foundation and creation myth, deity, 
monotheistic, polytheistic, sacrifice, after-
life, reformation, crusade, conversion, 
superstition, missionary, economy, 
industry, invention, innovation, debt, 
occupation, census, tax, taxation, 
agriculture, population 
, settle, settlement, invasion, invade, 
conquer,  migration, migrant, immigrant, 
mobility, expansion, international, 
national, local 

Vocabulary 
Rules, power, ruler, leader, queen, king, 
organise, government, parliament, laws,   
family, city, town and village, road, rail, 
ship, air-travel, school, crime and 
punishment, Job monarch, emperor, 
pharaoh, absolute monarch, absolute 
power, ruling class, aristocracy, dynasty, 
succession, military, democracy, 
dictatorship, politics, class, 
(capitalism, socialism, communism, 
fascism), civilisation, symbolism, society, 
nation, empire, kingdom, settlement, 
hunter-gatherer, transport, trade, justice, 
life-style, culture, health, education, 
treason, traitor, rebellion, revolt, human 
rights, peasantry 

Vocabulary 
Idea, reason, change, mistake, important 
cause, consequence, impact, revolution, 
evolution, significant, inspiration, inspire, 
philosophy, influence, continuity, 
aspiration 
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Cycle A 

London Night and Day X marks the spot 
 Events beyond living memory that are significant 

nationally or globally  

 [the Great Fire of London] 

 

Grace Darling 
 

 the lives of significant individuals in the past who have 
contributed to national and international 
achievements. Some should be used to compare 
aspects of life in different periods [Tim Berners-Lee] 

 

 significant historical events, people and places in 
their own locality. [Nelson] 
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Cycle B 

Inventors Eco Warriors Growing and Changing 
 changes within living memory. Where appropriate, 

these should be used to reveal aspects of change 
in national life 

 the lives of significant individuals in the past who 
have contributed to national and international 
achievements. Some should be used to compare 
aspects of life in different periods [Thomas Edison 
/ Wright Brothers). 

 

  Changes within living memory. Where 
appropriate, these should be used to reveal 
aspects of change in national life  

 

 Personal history – changes in our lifetime, a 
timeline of me 
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Cycle C 

Food People and Places All creatures great and small 
The history and changes in Christmas food 

 changes within living memory. Where 
appropriate, these should be used to reveal 
aspects of change in national life  

 events beyond living memory that are significant 
nationally or globally [for example, the Great Fire 
of London, the first aeroplane flight or events 
commemorated through festivals or 
anniversaries]. 

 the lives of significant individuals in the past who 
have contributed to national and international 
achievements. Some should be used to compare 
aspects of life in different periods – (Florence 
Nightingale / Edith Cavell + nurse from our school 
community). 

 significant historical events, people and places in 
their own locality 
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Cycle D 

Fun and Games A Giant Mystery Out of this World 
Games now and then 

 
 changes within living memory. Where appropriate, 

these should be used to reveal aspects of change in 
national life [Board games to computer games] 

 the lives of significant individuals in the past who have 
contributed to national and international 
achievements. Some should be used to compare 
aspects of life in different periods [Tim Berners-Lee] 

 How lives have changed for children since 
grandparents were children. 

 

  The lives of significant individuals in the past who 
have contributed to national and international 
achievements. Some should be used to compare 
aspects of life in different periods [Neil 
Armstrong/Tim Peake] 

 


