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 SCARF day 
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Update 
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 Trips and visits 

 Parents’ evenings 
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Eagles 

 Parking 

 World book day 

 

 

Dear parents 

 

It is half term next week and I think 

everyone is looking forward to a well-

earned week off!  I feel really proud of our school today.  We 

have dealt with COVID and the associated home learning for 

staff and children with the minimum disruption to school life 

and as always at Alpington, the children’s learning and 

wellbeing has been kept front and center of everything we do.  Today has 

been wear your scarf to school day, as part of a national week aimed at 

raising awareness of children’s mental health.  We have a “shout out board” 

in school today, where children and staff have been leaving messages of 

support and encouragement for each other.  Miss Larter has been working 

with children across the school to create an Alpington school SCARF to 

remind us to take care of our minds and our feelings as 

well as our bodies.  Each class has found time today 

for an activity designed to support wellbeing and 

mental health. Some of the older children also loved 

spending some quality time with Huxley!  

 

 We are in the process of creating a website page 

specifically aimed at supporting the mental health and 

 
Diary 
 
February  

 Fri 11th - break up for half-
term 

 Mon 21st – back to school, 
Spring term 2  

 Thurs 24th Feb – KS2 trip 
to Amazona 

 
March 

 Wed 2nd – KS1 trip to 
Wroxham Barns 

 Thurs 3rd - World book day  

 Tues 8th and Wed 9th – 
Parent/teacher meetings 

 Active Canaries lunches 
Thursdays: 10th, 17th, 24th, 
31st  

 Thurs 10th – Y3 tennis at 
Easton College 

 Wed 23rd – Y4 Quicksticks 
Hockey at Harleston 

 
April 

 Fri 1st - Last day of term 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We politely remind parents 
to inform us of any changes 
in your contact details. 
 

Matthew 5 v 16 

ALPINGTON & BERGH APTON 
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wellbeing of children and their families.  We will update it regularly with links and articles you may find useful.  

We will let you know as soon as it goes live!  

 

 

At Alpington our Friends is a huge part of our school.  Not only do they raise money 

that enables the school to provide resources and experiences that would otherwise be 

unaffordable, they also provide a whole range of activities for children and families 

which are the glue that helps to hold our school community together.  They are a hardworking and dedicated 

team who regularly give up large amounts of time to create fantastic experiences for the children and raise a 

huge amount of money for the school.  Friends are currently looking for a treasurer, preferably with some 

accounting or book keeping experience to take over from Becs Harris who has done an amazing job for the 

last several years.  This is a really key role and necessary to keep the Friends’ finances in shape and legal!  

If anyone would be interested in helping out with this, please contact Mrs Welch or Ceri Browes for more 

information.  Thank you! 

 

Coming up after half term we have: 

 World book day themed cake sale – 3rd March 

 Funny film night for KS2 in aid of Comic Relief – 17th March 

 Story night for Kingfishers’and Robins’ classes – 24th March 

 Active challenge sponsored event in school – 31st March 

 

Over the coming months we are hoping to raise money through Friends to replace our much loved but 

increasingly ancient trim trail with new climbing / play equipment.  The scale of the project will be dictated by 

the funds available, but the dream would be a pirate ship or fort with slides, ladders and nets.  We will keep 

you informed as the project develops.    

 

You can keep up with what Friends are up to on Facebook.  The page is called “Friends of Alpington and 

Bergh Apton VA Primary School”.   

 

Election of a parent governor 

We have not received any nominations for the position of parent governor.  We are therefore really pleased 

to announce that Mrs Sonia Rush will continue in her role for the next 3 years.  We are really lucky at 

Alpington to have such a well qualified and committed governing body.  They play a key role in ensuring our 

school continues to be a happy and successful place for everyone who is a part of it.  I would like to thank 

them for their hard work and dedication to the cause!  If you would like more information about the work of 

the governing body, please check out the governor pages of our website or contact our Chair of Governor, 

Mrs Lizzie Willmot on hwillmot@alpington.norfolk.sch.uk. 

 

Money 

Thank you so much for responding so promptly to my message in the previous newsletter about money 

owing to school.  The amounts outstanding are now hugely reduced.  Please keep paying promptly for 

lunches and trips – it’s so helpful to Mrs Reeman who has to stay on top of it all! 

 

We would also like to say a big thank you for your support with our fundraising efforts last term.  Attached are 

thank you letters from Sugar for Shelters and the Children’s society saying thank you for your support.  

 

Later on this term we will be running a sponsored active challenge event to raise money for Friends – further 

details to follow after half term. 

 

 

mailto:hwillmot@alpington.norfolk.sch.uk
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Trips and visits 

All classes have upcoming visits in the diary.  KS2 to Amazona and Robins and Kingfishers to Wrohxam 

Barns.  Please check you have given permission and made payment.  If you are the parent of a child with 

SEND and would like to talk through your child’s needs and the arrangements in place to support them, 

please contact your child’s teacher.  Thank you.   

 

Parents’ evenings 

Parent teacher meetings will be held on Tuesday 8th and Wednesday 9th March 2022.  Teachers will arrange 

separate appointments in the week beginning 28th February for parents of children with SEND so there is 

more time to review individual learning plans.  As we did in October, there will be face to face and online 

Teams appointments available.  Forms to arrange appointments will be sent out after half term.  

 

Maths in Owls and Eagles 

In order to ensure that all the children are getting the teaching and support they need we have made some 

changes to the way we are teaching maths in Owls and Eagles.  After half term, the year 6 children will be 

taught as a group by Mr Stowers.  This is to ensure the appropriate delivery of the year 6 curriculum and to 

allow appropriate preparation for the SATs in May.  The year 4 and 5 children will be taught maths in 2 

parallel maths groups.  One group will be taught by Miss Betts and the other by Mrs Welch and Mrs York.  

The content taught to both groups will be the same.  Mrs Welch and Mrs York have a smaller group due to 

the size of the teaching space.  Mental maths targets will continue to be set and tested by class teachers as 

usual.   

 

The government have stipulated that the year 4 children will be sitting the times tables test this year in June.  

The children are expected to be fluent in their times tables up to 12 X 12.  Please could you support your 

child by practicing tables at home regularly.  All the children have logins for Times Tables Rockstars which is 

an easy way to practice at home.  If you need a reminder, please contact Miss Betts.  

 

Parking 
Sorry to moan, but we have had complaints from the neighbours about inconsiderate parking by parents at 

drop off and pick up time.  We have spoken to the Wheel of Fortune pub who are more than happy for 

parents to park in their car park and walk the short distance to school.  Similarly, parking is available at the 

Village Hall at these times.  Please don’t park in resident’s car parking areas, on the yellow markings outside 

the gates or up on the verge.  The way our school is viewed by the local community is really important to us 

and the way that our school community behaves towards local residents is a window onto the school’s ethos 

and values.  Please park thoughtfully! 

 

World book day 

Our school will be celebrating world book day on Thursday 3rd March.  The children are invited to come in 

dressed as their favourite book character and to bring their favourite book to share with their class.  During 

the day we will creating a whole school story of our own with every class contributing!  We will publish this at 

the end of the day for you to read at home.  We would love you to record your own “vlog” with your child 

about books.  Your child could interview you about your favourite book or you could interview them.  If you 

prefer you could film yourselves reading together or film an advert for the book to persuade other children to 

give it a try.  We will create a Stream Channel so that we can all watch each other’s videos!  Please upload 

your video using your child’s office 365 account and share it with Mrs Welch, in the same way as we did for 

poetry.  There is a video here to help you!  You will need your Child’s office 365 login to take part.  (This is 

the same as Teams and their school email).  If you need this reset, please contact Mrs Reeman. 

 

https://web.microsoftstream.com/video/96e32e33-16ce-4bfe-8c87-58a3881011bd 

https://web.microsoftstream.com/video/35a6fcca-b02e-4795-8db7-5ea8c7a9099c 

https://web.microsoftstream.com/video/96e32e33-16ce-4bfe-8c87-58a3881011bd
https://web.microsoftstream.com/video/35a6fcca-b02e-4795-8db7-5ea8c7a9099c
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Message from our uniform supplier 

“The past few years have been very challenging for us all and we are pleased to have kept the vast majority 

of prices unchanged for almost 3 years.  It is now however necessary to look at the prices; not only have 

labour costs risen in our factory, but more recently we have seen a huge increase in the cost of international 

freight. Closer to home; energy costs have risen, as have general overheads. Consequently, due to these 

increasing costs, I am writing to inform you that some prices will now increase on orders placed from 1st 

April. 

  

We fully understand the financial pressure parents are under and we have not taken this decision lightly. Any 

increase has been kept to an absolute minimum (between 25p and £1.00 per garment). 

  

To help parents using our online service, we are very pleased to announce that from 1st April we will be 

offering FREE returns on all parent orders. We are also looking into what other ways we might be able to 

support parents, such as offering FREE delivery on orders over a certain value.” 

 

Best wishes 

 

Rosie Welch and the Alpington team 

 

Attachments: 

 

 Thank you letter from The Children’s Society 

 Thank you letter regarding the Christmas sugar collection   

 Stoke United U10s Football Club flyer 

 


