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This Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) information report is designed to help parents 
have a greater understanding of Alpington and Bergh Apton Primary School’s approach to pupils with 
SEND. It is a working document, updated annually following consultations with parents and pupils. 
The school welcomes your suggestions on how to improve it. 

If you want more information about this, have any suggestions or want to discuss any concerns you 
have about your child’s needs please contact:  

Julie Risby: Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENDCO)  

senco@alpington.norfolk.sch.uk 

Mrs Risby is in school every other Tuesday.  You can make an appointment to meet with her by 
emailing or ringing the school office on office@alpington.norfolk.sch.uk or 01508 492700.  

In her absence please speak to the class teacher in the first instance, or contact the headteacher  

Mrs Welch, on head@alpington.norfolk.sch.uk. 
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Introduction  

Welcome to our SEND information report. This is part of the Norfolk SEND Local Offer for learners 
with Special Educational Needs or Disabilities (SEND.) The Local Offer is where parents can find out 
what is available in Norfolk to support their child. 

Please click here for the Norfolk Local offer.  

Each year, schools have to publish an SEND policy and information on their website that explains how 
they support pupils with SEND. The information they have a duty to publish is in the SEN regulations 
which can be found by clicking here. 

Who to contact  

At Alpington and Bergh Apton Primary School we are committed to working together with all 
members of our school community. Our school offer has been produced with pupils, parents/carers, 
governors, and members of staff. We would welcome your feedback and future involvement in the 
review of our offer, so please do contact us. The best people to contact this year are: 

SENDCO: Mrs Julie Risby 

SEND Governor: Mrs Michaela Warner                                     Headteacher: Mrs Rosie Welch                        

 

 

 

 

 

This is what our school has to offer 

At Alpington and Bergh Apton Primary School our motto is “Let Every Light Shine”.  We are committed 
to ensuring that everyone in our school community is valued and respected and is able to achieve 
their best.  We are a welcoming and inclusive school where every adult and child is able to actively 
participate in learning.  This includes being responsive to the diversity of children’s backgrounds, 

https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/children-and-families/send-local-offer
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-guide-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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interests, experience, knowledge and skills. We value high quality teaching for all learners including 
those identified with SEND and actively monitor teaching and learning in the school.  

Our school improvement plan is about developing learning for all and includes continued professional 
development (CPD) opportunities for all staff. We are committed to creating a learning environment 
which is flexible enough to meet the needs of all members of our school community.  

We asked children what their strengths are and what they find hard 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At Alpington and Bergh Apton Primary 
School we believe that it is really 
important to listen to children’s 
experiences of their learning and 
include them in decisions about what 
provision is provided for them.  This is 
part of ensuring that learning is 
carefully adapted to meet the needs 
of individual children.   
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How we identify SEND 

 At different times in their school career, a child or young person may have a special educational need. The 
SEND Code of Practice defines SEND as:  

“A child or young person has SEND if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for 
special educational provision to be made for them. A child of compulsory school age or a young 
person has a learning difficulty or disability if they: 

(a) have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age:  
or  
(b) have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of educational facilities of  
a kind generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream schools or mainstream post-16 
institutions.” 

This link takes you to a guide for parents and carers explaining the SEND code of practice: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-guide-for-parents-and-carers 

If you want to read more, here is a link to the SEND code of practice: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25 

Every teacher is expected to teach at a range of levels that reflect the pupils’ range of interest and 
understanding; this is called the normal differentiated curriculum. If your child is identified as having SEND, our 
job is to offer them something “extra” that is ‘additional to or different from’ the normal differentiated 
curriculum. Any “extra” provision or intervention is designed to overcome the barrier to their learning. 

Learners can fall behind in school for lots of reasons. They may have been absent from school, they may have 
attended lots of different schools and not had a consistent opportunity to learn. They may not speak English 
very well or at all, they may have worries that distracts them from learning.  

So, not all vulnerable learners have SEND. Only those with a learning difficulty that requires special 
educational provision will be identified as having SEND. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-guide-for-parents-and-carers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25
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At Alpington and Bergh Apton 
Primary School we are committed 
to ensuring that all learners have 
access to learning opportunities. 
For those who are at risk of not 
learning, the school has a 
responsibility to support via a 
range of interventions.  

Our SEND profile for 2022 23 
shows that 13% of children in our 
school have been identified as 
having SEND (15.8% Nationally). 
3.4 % of the pupils in school have 
an Education Health and Care Plan 
(4% Nationally).  

 

The four categories of Special Educational Need and Disabilities 

1. Communication and interaction  

This can mean that a child has a speech, language and communication need (SLCN) i.e. they have 
difficulty in making themselves understood or in understanding the meaning of some or much of 
what they hear or read. This may result in problems taking part in conversations. Some children may 
have an Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) which could result in difficulties related to making sense of 
the world, imagination, distraction or distress from certain events, change in routines, coordination 
or motor (physical movement) functions.  

2. Cognition and learning  

Children with learning needs will learn at a slower pace than other children and may have difficulty 
developing literacy or numeracy skills or understanding new concepts. Learning needs may be in 
addition to or as a result of other special educational needs. Children with a specific learning 
difficulty (SpLD) will have difficulties related to one or more of dyslexia (reading and spelling), 
dyscalculia (maths), dyspraxia (co-ordination) and dysgraphia (writing). Poor behaviour can result 
from learning needs.  

3. Social, emotional and mental health difficulties  

Categories of SEND at Alpington and Bergh 
Apton CE VA Primary School.

Physical disability Communication and interaction

Learning and cognition Social, emotional and mental health.
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Difficulties with emotional and social development may result in immature social skills and the 
inability to make or sustain relationships. Certain accompanying behaviours can also be observed 
such as becoming withdrawn or isolated or challenging, disruptive or disturbing behaviour. Unusual 
mood, conduct (behaviour) and medically unexplained physical symptoms can be indicators of a 
mental health need. Some children may have a diagnosis of a recognised disorder.  

4. Sensory and/or physical needs  

Many children can have their sensory and/or physical needs met through adaptations to the 
curriculum, teaching activities or physical environment under the guidance of the Equality Act 2010. 
Some learners will require special educational provision; this is identified as a SEN under the 
guidance of the SEN Code of Practice (2014). 

Assessing SEND at Alpington and Bergh Apton Primary School  

Class Teachers, support staff, parents/carers and, of course, children themselves, may be the first to 
notice a difficulty with learning. This triggers an assessment of the child’s barriers to learning that 
involves the child, their parents/carer and their teacher. The teacher and Special Educational Needs 
and Disabilities Co-ordinator (SENDCO) may explore what is causing difficulties using a range of 
assessments. If, as a result of these assessments, it is decided that your child needs additional 
support, then you will told by the teacher that your child is on the school’s SEND register. This is so 
that their support and progress is monitored by the SENDCO. 

For some children we may want to seek advice from specialist teams. In our school and cluster we 
use various specialist services. Examples of this include:  

• Speech and Language Therapists  

• Occupational Therapists  

• Supporting Smiles and Child and Adolescent Mental Health 

• Teachers for the Deaf 7 November 2020  

• Teachers for the Visually Impaired  

• School to school advice from special school  

• Advice from Specialist Resource Bases (SRBs) 

• Advice from Educational Psychology Service (EPSS) 
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• Advice from Learning support teachers. 

 

We asked the children how they were supported in school.  

                                 

What we do to support learners with SEND at Alpington and Bergh Apton Primary 

Every Teacher is expected to adapt their classroom, teaching and resources to help children with 
SEND make the best progress they can. To enable this to happen, the Senior Leadership team and the 
SENDCO, support teachers and provide advice and training. There is regular monitoring and 
observations which help the Senior Leadership team identify training needs and assess the impact of 
the interventions that we are delivering.  

The Teacher Standards 2012 detail the expectations on all teachers, and we at Alpington and Bergh 
Apton Primary School are proud of our Teachers and their development.  

The Teacher standards are available here. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/teachers-standards
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Our Teachers use various teaching strategies to help children with SEND join in whole class activities. These are 
whole class approaches that are available to all, not just to children on the SEND register. Here are some 
examples:  

• Visual timetables  

• Writing frames  

• iPads, laptops or other alternative recording devices  

• Positive behaviour management approaches 

• Fidget toys  

• Sensory cushions and weighted shoulder pads  

• Pen grips  

• Talking whiteboards 

• Apps or computer programs to support a particular aspect of learning 

• Access to a range resources to support independent learning, such as counting apparatus, 
numicon, visual prompts, keyword lists  

• Peer support 

• Distraction free working areas  

• Sand timers 

Some children may need additional support from another adult. At Alpington and Bergh Apton 
Primary School we are very aware of the latest research that shows TA support only makes a 
difference to the progress of learners with SEND when it is clearly guided by the teacher and 
designed to encourage independent learning. This is a link to a summary of the research: 
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/resources/teaching-learning-toolkit 

We employ a group of very skilled Teaching Assistants who can deliver a range of interventions, 
including support for children’s emotional development and mental health.   The type of support 
is dependent on the individual’s needs. An example of the kinds of support are shown on this 
table (called a provision map). 

 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/resources/teaching-learning-toolkit
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Alpington and Bergh Apton CE VA Primary School 

Provision Map 

Cognition and 
learning 

Communication and 
interaction 

Social, emotional and 
mental health 

Physical and sensory 

Sound discovery 1:1 activities under 
guidance from a 
speech and language 
therapist. 

Small group nurture 
style provision using 
the outdoors. 

Fine motor skills 

Small group phonics Elklan techniques Small group nurture 
style provision using 
art and making. 

Sensory circuits 

Small group maths  Calm Life Therapy Adapted scissors, 
pens and pencils 

Precision teaching  Circle of Friends Sensory cushions 

Numicon  Yoga for children Individual work 
stations or safe places 

   Large print resources 

 

We share the provision map with our colleagues in the Hobart Cluster so we can learn from each 
other. Our aim is to make sure your child gets the same opportunities whichever school they attend. 
The Governors also see our provision map and check that it makes a difference to the progress of 
children with SEND. 

Funding for SEND 

Alpington and Bergh Apton Primary School receives funding directly to the school from the Local 
Authority (called the SEND memorandum) to support the needs of learners with SEND. A link can be 
found by clicking here. Modelm (norfolk.gov.uk) 

https://csapps.norfolk.gov.uk/BudgetShare/pdf/20/SENMemorandum/0036.pdf
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Alpington and Bergh Apton Primary School also receive money from the Local Authority as ‘top up’ 
funding for learners who need a high level of support.  This is allocated on a case by case basis. 

How do we find out if this support works?  

We use an ‘assess, plan, do, review’ cycle.   

• We assess using information from parents, children, the classteacher, the SENDCO and any 
relevant testing 

• We plan what needs to happen next, taking into account the views of parents and children.  
We decide what help is needed, how this will happen and what we hope will change as a 
result. 

• We do carry out the plan for a fixed amount of time, usually a term.  

• We meet to review what has worked well, what progress has been made and what has 
changed.   

The cycle then begins again. 

It is essential that parents/carers and 
children are involved in each step. 
The teacher, parent/carer and child 
will talk together before we decide 
what kind of support to give, 
sometimes the SENDCO will also be 
involved in this conversation. This 
will be put into a learning plan. The 
child’s strengths and weaknesses are 
recorded before and after any 
intervention to see if the extra 
support has made a difference to 
their learning. It is expected that this 
will entail a longer slot at parent’s 
evening or a separate appointment 
made with the teacher.  
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Children, parents/carers and their teaching and support staff will be directly involved in reviewing 
progress in a meeting to discuss your child’s learning plan. This is when we discuss progress and next 
steps.  

A small number of children (about 4% of the school population nationally) may need something called 
an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP). If you think your child may need this then please talk to 
the SENDCO. If your child already has an EHCP it will be formally reviewed annually, as well as the less 
formal termly meetings.  

Other opportunities for learning  

All learners should have the same opportunity to take part in extra-curricular activities. Alpington and 
Bergh Apton Primary School believes all children should be able to participate in school trips, 
including residential trips. If you are concerned about any aspect of your child’s SEND or disability 
restricting their opportunities to access these trips please discuss with the school.  

We normally offer a wide range of clubs and school visits and the school has an excellent record of 
ensuring that all children, regardless of their SEN are able to access these. There are also clubs and 
activities in the local area which children can participate in.  We are committed to making reasonable 
adjustments to ensure participation for all, so please contact us to discuss specific requirements.  

All staff at Alpington and Bergh Apton Primary School have regular training on the Equality Act 2010. 
This legislation places specific duties on schools, settings and providers including the duty not to 
discriminate, harass or victimise a child or adult linked to a protected characteristic defined in the 
Equality Act and to make ‘reasonable adjustments.’  

The Equality Act 2010 definition of disability is:  

“A person has a disability for the purposes of this Act if they have a physical or mental impairment 
which has a substantial and long-term adverse effect on their ability to carry out normal day-to day 
activities.”  

This definition of disability in the Equality Act includes children with long term health conditions such 
as asthma, diabetes, epilepsy, and cancer. Children and young people with such conditions do not 
necessarily have SEND, but there is a significant overlap between disabled children and young people 
and those with SEND. Children and young people may therefore be covered by both SEN and 
Disability legislation.  
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For more information about the Equality Act, the protected characteristics or duties on public bodies, 
please click here. 

If you are worried your child is being bullied  

Children with special educational needs can be vulnerable to bullying. Alpington and Bergh Apton 
Primary School takes all incidents of bullying very seriously and its approaches are explained in the 
antibullying policy, which is available on our website.  There is also a children’s version of the policy 
and a video to watch to ensure that the children are able to understand what bullying is and how they 
can get help if they need it.  

https://alpington.norfolk.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Anti-bullying-Policy-2020.pdf 

https://alpington.norfolk.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/46_school-council-anti-bullying-
policy-1.pdf 

https://vimeo.com/546474732/c07cd03400 

Please contact a member of staff as soon as possible if you are worried your child may be bullied.  

Useful contacts for further information and advice about anti-bullying 

www.childline.org.uk/Bullying  

www.kidscape.org.uk 

www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk 

www.kidpower.org 

 

Preparing for the next step  

Moving on is a part of life for all learners. This can be transition to a new class in school, having a new 
teacher, or moving on to another school. Alpington and Bergh Apton Primary School works in 
partnership with children, families and other providers to plan for and provide positive transitions for 
our learners with SEND.  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/equality-act-2010-guidance#overview
https://alpington.norfolk.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Anti-bullying-Policy-2020.pdf
https://alpington.norfolk.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/46_school-council-anti-bullying-policy-1.pdf
https://alpington.norfolk.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/46_school-council-anti-bullying-policy-1.pdf
https://vimeo.com/546474732/c07cd03400
http://www.childline.org.uk/Bullying
http://www.kidscape.org.uk/
http://www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/
http://www.kidpower.org/
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Moving classes will be discussed with you and your child at their summer term review meeting. 
Transition to secondary schools will be discussed in the summer term of their Year 5, to ensure time 
for planning and preparation.  

We start planning from the moment your child arrives at Alpington and Bergh Apton Primary School, 
for a positive future as an independent confident adult who will make a positive contribution to their 
community, no matter what their special educational need or disability is.  

 

Have your say  

At Alpington and Bergh Apton Primary School, we welcome everyone helping to shape and develop 
provision for all of our learners, aiming at achievement for all. This SEN report sets out Alpington’s 
offer to children with SEND which will be reviewed annually. We welcome your involvement in the 
process for next year’s report. Come and help us make a difference for your child and others. 

 

Parents said… 

“The school has a lovely ethos and happy  
learning environment.” 

“Alpington is a welcoming, friendly, nurturing, 
 supportive, happy place.” 

“I am happier that the level of expectation has 
risen for my daughter – all SEN children need  
access and to ‘feed off’ of higher achieving children, with work pitched at the 
appropriate level.” 

“It is a very nurturing and kind environment. There is as much of an emphasis on 
learning as there is on the general wellbeing of the children.” 
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Useful links for parents  

www.norfolksendpartnershipiass.org.uk/ 

www.familyvoice.org.uk/ 

 

 

Local links 

 

 
AT ALPINGTON & BERGH APTON  

PRIMARY SCHOOL 
We regularly offer the following: 

 
 

IN THE LOCALITY 

 
Basketball 
Tag rugby 
Dance clubs 
Gym club 
Football 
Dodgeball 
PE Multi skills 
Cycling Proficiency 
Cookery 
Languages 
Art Club 
Choir 
Individual music tuition 
Nurture groups 
Craft 
Early Birds Breakfast 

 
Various activities at Framingham Earl Sports and 
Community Centre – Trampolining, Squash, 
Badminton 
 
Jazz/Street Dance/Contemporary/Ballet/tap 
Cricket 
Rugby 
AT and Army cadets 
Martial Arts 
Gymnastics 
All4Sunday services 
White Dolphins and other swimming clubs 
Whitlingham Broad – Water activities 
Trowse Ski club 
 
Rainbows, Brownies, Guides, Beavers, Cubs, 
Scouts 

http://www.norfolksendpartnershipiass.org.uk/
http://www.norfolksendpartnershipiass.org.uk/
http://www.familyvoice.org.uk/
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Hockey 
Athletics 
 

 

 

 


