
HISTORY H  

PROGRESSION: PROCEDURAL AND CONCEPTUAL KNOWLEDGE 

Curiosity 
(Investigation and enquiry) 

Time, change and chronology 

Thoughtful 
(Questioning and reflection) 
Reasons and consequences 

Empathetic 
(Understanding others and different perspectives) 

Interpretations 
KS1 LKS2 UKS2 KS1 LKS2 UKS2 KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

I can use time 
words to 
sequence 
events 

When I was 
little 

When my mum 
was young 

I can find 
similarities and 
differences in 2 
fixed time 
points 

.I can use before 
and after to 
order significant 
periods in 
history. 

Eg the Romans 
were before the 
Victorians 

I am beginning 
to use some 
dates to explain 
when events 
occurred 

I can compare 
different 
periods of 
history and talk 
about what has 
changed 

I can use period 
labels to 
sequence 
events in 
history.  

I can describe 
longer periods 
in history using 
historical 
vocabulary eg 
prehistoric, 
stone age, iron 
age, modern. 

I know the dates 
of some 
significant 
historical events 

I can compare 
and contrast 
and talk about 
changes 
between and 
within several 
periods of 
history.   

I can ask 
questions to 
find out why 
something 
happened. 

 

I can give a 
simple 
explanation for 
why an event 
occurred. 

 

 

 

I can identify 
more than one 
cause for an 
event. 

I can explain 
which were the 
most important 
and why.  

 

I can identify 
and explain 
simple 
consequences 
of an event in 
history 

 

I can form a 
sequence of 
questions which 
builds a line of 
historical 
enquiry. 

 

I can identify 
different kinds 
of causes 
(personal, 
technological, 
social) 

 

I can recognise 
the longer term 
consequences 
of an event or 
period in history 

I can ask and 
answer “what 
if?” questions 
using my 
historical 
knowledge. 

I can compare 
how people’s 
lives in the past 
were different 
to mine and give 
some examples. 

I can use my 
historical 
knowledge to 
imagine what 
life was like for 
people in the 
past. 

 

I can 
understand that 
the lives of 
people in the 
past changed 
over time and 
make 
comparisons.  

 

 

I can explain 
that people in 
the past have 
different 
opinions and 
points of view. 

 

I understand 
that sources will 
be affected by 
the opinions, 
religious views 
or political 
agenda of the 
people that 
created them. 

 

I understand 
that a person’s 
personal views, 
experiences and 
background will 
affect the way 
they view 
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I can make links 
and connections 
between 
different times 
in history. 

. 

 

events in the 
past. 

Courageous  
(Forming opinions using evidence) 

Historical evidence 

Aspirational  
(How ideas can influence the future) 

Historical significance 

KS1 LKS2 UKS2 KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

I can use stories, films 
and pictures to find out 

about the past. 

 

After looking at a source 
of evidence I can begin to 
form my own opinion. 

I can use given historical 
information to collect and 
explore relevant facts and 
evidence 

 

I can begin to form my 
own opinion using a 
range of primary and 
secondary sources. 

 

I can begin to form an 
argument using the 
evidence and share my 
opinions with others.  

I can evaluate evidence 
from a variety of sources 
(both primary and 
secondary), check its 
reliability, and look for 
inconsistencies 

 

I can support my opinions 
with evidence from a 
range of primary and 
secondary sources. 

 

I can use what I’ve learnt 
to form my opinions, 
make connections and 
debate an argument.  

I can talk about what is 
important from a story or 
picture. 

 

I can talk about what is 
important to me, my 
friends and family. 

 

I can talk about why some 
people or events from the 
past are important and 
caused change.    

 

I understand that key 
historical events and 
people have shaped the 
world I live in.  I can give 
some examples.   

 

I can talk about the 
impact of significant 
events. 

 

I can compare the 
significance of two 
familiar important 
historical events or 
people.  

 

 

I can identify significant 
events and explain their 
impact. 

 

I understand that people 
at the time could not 
necessarily see the 
significance of an event 
while it was happening.   

 

I have aspirations for how 
I would like the world to 
change because I have an 
understanding of the 
history that has shaped 
our world, locally, 
nationally and globally. 
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Vocabulary by end of KS2 

source, evidence, primary, secondary, archaeology, society, civilisation, Empire, parliament, peasantry, contrast, evaluate, dynasty, 
culture, economy, social, military, political, religious, cause, consequence, impact, continuity, significant, fact. opinion, bias, nation, 

democracy 

Time vocabulary 

Now, then, past, present, before, after, new, old, today, tomorrow, yesterday, long ago, present, past 


