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Newsletter 7th October 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Dear Parents 

 

Last week was Faith Week.  All the children had the opportunity to 

work in mixed age groups across the school to learn more about the 

different major world religions.  It was great to hear the discussions 

and the questions that children were asking as they explored how 

others may believe and understand the world.  We linked this to our 

harvest celebrations on Thursday, exploring the theme of sharing in 

different faiths and traditions.  The service was led by our collective 

worship team.  Please click here to see more information on our 

website.  https://alpington.norfolk.sch.uk/faith-week-2022/  

 

Please also note that curriculum information about what each class is 

learning this term is on the Class Pages of our website.  The “in 

Action” pages will keep you up to date on what has been going on in 

school – click here for more! 

 

https://alpington.norfolk.sch.uk/class-robins/ 

https://alpington.norfolk.sch.uk/class-kingfishers/ 

https://alpington.norfolk.sch.uk/class-swallows/ 

https://alpington.norfolk.sch.uk/class-owls/ 

https://alpington.norfolk.sch.uk/class-eagles/ 

 
Open mornings 2022 
Believe it or not it is time to start welcoming families whose children 
will be starting school in 2023!  Attached is a copy of our open day 
poster.  If you have a child starting in September, please drop Mrs 
Reeman a message to book your place.  If you have friends or family 
with children of the right age, please pass the message on.  We would 
love to show them all that Alpington has to offer.  If there are any 
current Year 1 parents who would be prepared to act as parent 
ambassadors on the open days and answer any questions that new 
parents may have from a parent’s point of view, please get in touch 
with me  head@alpington.norfolk.sch.uk. This would be very informal 
– no public speaking required!   Thank you.   
 
 

October 

 Tues 11th & Wed 12th 
Parent/teacher meetings  

 Tues 11th – from 3pm 
school lunch tasting  

 Wed 12th – KS2 Cross 
Country event 

 Wed 12th – Closing date 
for free delivery of 
photographs to school 

 Thurs 13th – wear 
something 2nd hand day 

 Mon 17th – Open Day  
9.15am & 11am 

 Thurs 20th – Open Day 
1.15pm & 2.15pm 

24th-28th Half-term 

 Mon 31st October – Return 
to school Autumn Term 2 

November 

 Tues 1st 3pm -  Phonics 
and reading information 
meeting for parents of 
children in Reception 

 Wed 9th Robins’ and 
Kingfishers’ trip to Puppet 
Theatre  

 Fri 11th  – 10.30-11.30am 
Year 4 Coffee morning 
Lego team building activity 

 Mon 21st – ‘Flu 
immunization  

 Thurs 24th Years 5 & 6 
Christmas cake making 

 Tues 29th Years 5 & 6 trip 
to Time and Tide Museum 

December  

 Thurs 1st – Years 3 & 4 trip 
to Time and Tide Museum 

 Thurs 1st – Years 5 & 6 
Christmas cake icing  

 Fri 9th 10.30-11.30am 
Coffee morning, any Year 

Group "Christmas art 

and crafts" 

 Wed 14th – Christingle 

 Thurs 15th – Xmas Lunch 
& Parties 

 Fri 16th – Last day of term 

Matthew 5 v 16 

ALPINGTON & BERGH APTON 
Church of England VA Primary School 

https://alpington.norfolk.sch.uk/faith-week-2022/
https://alpington.norfolk.sch.uk/class-robins/
https://alpington.norfolk.sch.uk/class-kingfishers/
https://alpington.norfolk.sch.uk/class-swallows/
https://alpington.norfolk.sch.uk/class-owls/
https://alpington.norfolk.sch.uk/class-eagles/
mailto:head@alpington.norfolk.sch.uk


Page 2 of 5 

 

 
Letting our lights shine this week: 
Photographs from our Celebration Collective worship.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance 
Our whole school attendance is 96.8% which has now dropped below our target of 97%.  
Attendance is highest in Reception, year 2 and year 3 and lowest in year 6.  I know that there are a 
lot of bugs around at the moment, including some COVID and that some absence is unavoidable.  
We continue to ask that parents do not take children out of school for term time holiday unless there 
are exceptional circumstances.  I will be writing to parents individually before half term where 
children’s attendance has fallen below 90%.  Thank you to all parents who are generally really good 
at letting us know why children are absent.  If you can ring or email before the registers close 
please, at 8.50am. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We celebrated empathetic friends, courageous 
maths, aspirational phonics and resilient writing.   
 
Eagles class have been nominating each other and 
celebrating their individual talents and successes. 
 
We celebrated swimming certificates, ballet 
exams, rowing victories, puppy training and 
welcomed new baby sisters and cousins.   
 
Well done Alpington!  We are proud of you all. 
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Cross country 
On Wednesday morning all the KS2 children will be taking part in the cluster Cross Country event at 
Langley school.  Transport has been organised and paid for.  Please could all Swallows, Owls and 
Eagles come to school on the day dressed in WARM Alpington PE kit as we will be outside all 
morning.  Joggers to go over shorts and plenty of layers that can be taken off while running and put 
back on whilst cheering on our friends would be ideal!  We will be back in school for lunch.  If any 
parents / grandparents etc. are available to help we are still looking for some extra pairs of hands.  
Please get in touch with Mrs Reeman in the office if you can help.   
 
School Photographs  
Dear Parents,  
Have you ordered your school photos yet? A polite reminder that the closing date for free delivery 
back to school is Wednesday 12th October 2022.  Order through the Tempest website using your 
unique link or visit www.tempest-orders.co.uk   
If you need any assistance in ordering your photos, feel free to contact Tempest on 01736 751555 
(option 3).  
Many thanks, 
 

School improvement and development 
Each year the school makes a plan which ensures that we are always innovating, developing and 
improving.  An overview of this is available on the school website.  This year we are particularly 
thinking about children’s writing, making sure that all children are able to learn effectively, whatever 
their starting point or special educational need and thinking about inclusion, diversity and equality.  
The implementation of the plan is monitored by governors and I will include updates in the 
newsletter.  There should be lots of evidence on the website too! 
 
Linked to this, we will be sending out our annual parent survey next week – please keep an eye out 
for the link.  Changes that have been made in response to parent’s comments include outdoor 
learning, more sport in school, parents’ evening earlier in the term and learning information shared 
on the website and through Tapestry to keep parents informed.  You views are really important, so 
please take the time to share them with us.  Thank you.   
 
Upcoming meetings for parents. 
Parent teacher meetings are taking place next week.  I know that some meetings for parents of 
children with SEND have already taken place.  If you have not already completed the form to let 
teachers know of your availability, please contact the office directly.  Teachers will contact you with 
an exact appointment time.   
 
I am available both evenings. Please pop in for a chat or make an appointment with the office.   
 
On Tuesday after school, Norse, who provide our school lunches, will be on site offering tasters 
from the new school lunch menu please see attached.  We do hope you will be able to come along 
and try a sample! 
 

We will be running a phonics and reading information meeting for parents of children in Reception.  
This will be after school on Tuesday 1st November for about half an hour.  Children will be looked 
after in Kingfishers.   
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.tempest-orders.co.uk/
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Site safety 
A small hole was discovered in the fence between the hedges which backs onto the carpark.  This 
was temporarily mended within 24 hours and a new section of fencing is being fitted on Monday.  As 
a precaution children have not been using the field for playtime on Thursday and Friday this week.  
This should return to normal on Tuesday. 
 
Shoes 
Autumn is well on its way and we want to keep using the field for as long as possible.  Please could 
children come to school on PE day wearing their school shoes and have trainers to change into for 
sports.  Children will need trainers or spare shoes in school each day to play on the field.  Robins 
keep wellies under their pegs.  All the other children can keep spare shoes in the racks between the 
hall and the school.   
 
Upcoming trips and visits 
As part of our curriculum, we have trips planned for both KS1 and KS2 – please see the diary above 
for dates.  KS1 are off to the puppet theatre for a workshop and a performance.  Please click here 
for details and consent form:  https://forms.office.com/r/SsZqtvGb8w 
KS2 are going to the Time and Tide Museum in Great Yarmouth to take part in their Roman day.  
Both of these visits have been carefully costed.  There is a travel grant from Time and Tide to 
support the cost of the coach and Friends are also contributing to the costs of both trips to keep 
down the costs for parents.  Please click here for details and consent form: 
https://forms.office.com/r/yfdgDVfm3q 
 
 
Our residential visit this year is to Horstead and will be from 26th to 29th June 2023.  We have made 
sure that this does not clash with transition to high school!  Further details including costing will 
follow in due course.  We will give parents as much notice as possible.   
 
The West End production of Charlie and The Chocolate Factory is coming to the Theatre Royal in 
2023 and we felt this was an opportunity too good to miss! We have booked for children in year 3 
and year 4 to go to the afternoon performance on Thursday 20th April which is in the first week of 
the summer term.  In order to keep the costs to parents down, school will fund half the cost of the 
ticket and Friends have kindly agreed to pay for the transport.  We have opted to take year 3 and 4 
because we know that parents in year 5 and 6 will be paying for the residential visit in the summer 
term.  Further details to follow in due course.   
 
Please save the date for our Christingle service in the calendar above.  We will be having two 
services at the church, with children grouped into their Alpington Families and will be inviting 
parents – we hope you can come.  Further details to follow. 
 
 
Support for Cancer Research 
Many of you are aware we have families in school whose children have suffered forms of cancer. 
Mrs Anne-Marie Gillespie has a fundraising page and will be walking 10k with her two children Leah 
and Faith tomorrow, 8th October, for Cancer Research and Young Lives vs Cancer. 
  
Any donation would be great - every penny counts in the research of this horrible disease. 
 
https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/anne-maries-giving-page-2031 
 
 
 
 

https://forms.office.com/r/SsZqtvGb8w
https://forms.office.com/r/yfdgDVfm3q
https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/anne-maries-giving-page-2031


Page 5 of 5 

 

Farewells 
We are sad to say goodbye to Mrs Sayer who has been a TA at Alpington for many years.  There is 
no one in our school who has not been touched by her kindness and support and we are really 
going to miss her!  We wish her all the very best for the future and say a HUGE thank you for all that 
she has done for our school. 
 
We are also saying goodbye to Molly who is off to a new adventure at the Norwich School.  Good 
luck Molly – we will miss you! 
 
Rosie Welch and the Alpington Team 
 
Attached 
 

 Open Day Poster 

 Autumn/Winter School Menu 

 Half-Term Holiday Art Day – Wed 26th Oct 

 Time Childcare Holiday Club – Tues 25th and Thurs 27th Oct  
 


