
Understanding the World UTW  

EYFS areas of learning 

ELG 
Past and Present ELG: 
Children at the expected level of development will: -  
Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society; - Know 
some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on 
their experiences and what has been read in class; - Understand the past through 
settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling;  
 
People Culture and Communities ELG  
Children at the expected level of development will: - 
 Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, 
discussion, stories, non-fiction texts, and maps; - Know some similarities and 
differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, 
drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class; - Explain some 
similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, 
drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and – when appropriate – 
maps.  
 
The Natural World ELG  
Children at the expected level of development will: - 
 Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures 
of animals and plants; - Know some similarities and differences between the 
natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their 
experiences and what has been read in class; - Understand some important 
processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons 
and changing states of matter. 

How the curriculum is delivered 
• Sharing of books and stories about the past, different places and the lives of 

different people; both from the past and from a range of places in the UK and 
around the world. 

• Books, stories, films and programs about people in the community 

• Visitors to school 

• Trips and school visits 

• Enhanced provision in the learning environment including picture, models and 
activities 

• Role play resources 

• Whole class teaching 

• Small group activities and discussions 

• Child initiated learning inspired from a planned starting point – looking at a 
picture, person, map or photograph. 

• Experience of a range of maps, globes and plans in a range of contexts and for 
different purposes. 

• Opportunities to draw and make their own maps and plans, real and fictional. 

• Learning activities linked to a story or book. 

• SCARF curriculum for RSHE 

• RE curriculum – see whole school planning 

• Celebrations of feasts and festivals (Divali, Holi, Chinese New Year, Christmas, 
Easter) 

• Teaching and activities based on own identity and experiences – families, 
traditions and routines 

• Videos, books and stories about religious and cultural communities in the UK 

• Pictures, books, stories and activities about life in other countries. 

• Planting and growing flowers and food. 

• Taking care of the class rabbit Huxley 

• Observations and experiences of the seasons through exploring, drawing and 
books 

Knowledge (procedural, conceptual, substantive) 
Past and present 
Know simple vocabulary for talking about order and chronology.  (Now, then, next, 
before, past, future, after, long ago). 
Know the jobs or roles of their parents and those of others in the class 
Know the roles of key people in the community (Vicar, police office, fire fighter, 
doctor etc) 
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Know about their own “history” – when they were born, places they have lived, 
places they have visited, how they have changed.  
Understand the ages of people in their families.   
Know the names of some people from the past and “tell their story”. (Guy Fawkes, 
the Nativity Story, Queen Elizabeth II, The Wright Brothers, Florence Nightingale) 
Know that dinosaurs are from long ago.  Know they are extinct.  Know that there 
were no people when the dinosaurs were alive. 
Know that life is different now than in the past.  Know that mobile phones, 
computers and tablets, cars, aeroplanes and electricity are all “now” and in the 
past people did not have these things. 
Know some of the things that people did in the past without transport / technology 
eg fire for heating, candles for lighting, horse and cart for transport. 
Know stories about people and events from the past. 
 
People Culture and Communities 
Know vocabulary for talking about location (near, far away, distance, close to) 
Know vocabulary for talking about maps and globes (map, globe, place, land, sea, 
ocean, earth, world) 
Know vocabulary for talking about similarities and differences (the same, different, 
like) 
Know vocabulary for describing places (hot, cold, frozen, dry, forest, woods, 
grassland) 
Know about the place where they live and talk about what it’s like – buildings, 
roads, parks.  Talk about places nearby – Norwich, the beach, the broads. 
Know about places that are very different to the UK; Antarctica, the African Plains 
and the Amazon Jungle. 
Know about animals and plants from the UK and other parts of the world 
Know and talk about places in the UK and abroad they have visited using 
vocabulary they have learnt. 
Know that places in the UK are different. 
Know that people may be of different colours, speak different languages and 
believe different things. 
Know the names of some religions. 
Know how to talk respectfully about difference. 

• Exploration of a range of materials (solids and liquids, man made and natural) 
through opportunities outside.  (Sand, water, messy play, mud kitchen, building 
materials, clay, playdough) 

• Exploration of habitats in school.  Minibeast hunts.  Animal and plant 
identification activities.   

 
 

Robins staff: 
• Are aware of the curriculum and what the children need to know 

• Use weekly planning to support learning  

• Look for connections between areas of learning and use these to get the 
maximum out of learning opportunities 

• Lead adult initiated activities 

• Observe children’s fascinations and interests and use these as starting 
points for learning and development. 

• Assess children’s current understanding and plan for them to develop and 
learn 

• Find resources within the environment to support and develop learning 

• Use the books on the book list and available in the classroom to deepen 
understanding and as a springboard for further learning. 

• Ask questions and support high quality interactions as per the EYFS 
teaching and learning policy 

• Model and promote the use of new vocabulary in talk and play 

• Make the most of opportunities to teach new vocabulary 
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Know and talk about similarities and differences between their own lives, other 
children in the class and those from other parts of the UK and the world.  
 
Natural World 
Know the names of the seasons. 
Know about what it is like during each season 
Know vocabulary for talking about the weather.  Know that plants need water, soil, 
warmth from the sun and light to be healthy. 
Know how to keep plants in the garden healthy. 
Know that we can eat some plants from the garden but never berries or leaves 
from other places.   
Know about the plants and animals in school.  Name some of them and describe 
others. 
Know vocabulary for talking about animals (tame, wild, pet, diet, habitat, fur, 
scales) 
Know the lifecycle of a butterfly using appropriate vocabulary. 
Know the names of some British animals.  Know the names of animals that live in 
Antarctica, countries in Africa, the Amazon rainforest.   
Know vocabulary for talking about materials (hard, soft, flexible, liquid, solid, 
rough, smooth, pours, breaks, snaps) 
Describe different materials and explain “What happens when I…….” 
Know that frozen water is ice and that ice melts to become water.  Name some 
other liquids and solids from their experience – chocolate, ice cream, oil, milk, lava 
from a volcano). 
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